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Analyzing Wonhyo Presented in Full-length Novels

and Further Assignment
—Focusing on Literary Works that Selected Wonhyo as a Major Figure
by Lee Gwang-su, Nam Jeong-hee, Kim Seon-woo, Shin Jong-seok—

Hong, Gi—Don

There are only a couple of fragmentary records on the life of Wonhyo,
Moreover, these records have beenexaggerated, distorted, and handed down
as tales. This paper examines relevant documents and reorganizeshis life in
the big picture by comparing his life with his Buddhist philosophy. In
addition, this study investigates the pattern of published full-length novels
that selected Wonhyo as a major figure, Results of the analysis show that
Buddhist priests were described differently depending on novelists’ ideas due
to insufficient precise documents, Lee Gwang-su portrayed the priest as
taking a sacrificing attitude during the holy war; Nam Jeong-hee showed him
as a character who dwellsin a female fantasy, Han Seung-won highlighted the
priest as an anti-war activist deeply entrenched in ordinary Buddhismy;
meanwhile, Wonhyo was represented as a nationalist who participated in the
unification war of three nations as written by Shin Jong-seok, The Buddhist
priest as described by Kim Seon-woo symbolizes a person who practices and
follows Buddhist doctrine and is in love with Yoseok. Active interpretation of
historical documents and tales is required to overcome the crisis
whereinWonhyo is distorted by novelists” imagination, Thus, the transition
from a strict religious trainee into a freeman should be presented, and his

philosophies such as Neither One Nor Two(£i—7A") and Inter-religious
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Dialogue(17#H) should be explicitly associated with studies about this priest,

Key Words : Neither One Nor Two(f~—_), Sacrifice(BALZ4), Female fantasy, Common
Buddhism, Anti—war activist, Person, Nationalist, Inter—religious Dialogue(%l
=)
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