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I Abstract

The Thought of Penetration of Religions
in Choe Han—gi
—Focusing on Concept of ‘Tong—Gyo(iiﬁi?k)’
in "SinGiTong (i) 1 —

Makoto YAGYU*

This article discusses the following three points. First, the importance of
Choe Han-gi, one of the late Chosun dynasty scholars of the 19th century who
was often treated as a bridge between the Silhak-pa(practicalist party) and the
Gaehwa-pa(enlightment party), will be assessed. In this paper I will examine
him as a part of Korean thinking about Harmonization that is reminiscent of
Pung-ryu-do in the era of Silla, Wonhyo’s Theory of Harmonization, modern
Korean Gaebyeok(new world opening) religions such as Donghak, Jeungsanism,
and Won Buddhism.

Next, we will study ontology, humanity and epistemology based on the
‘Gi-hak(582%)’ thought of Choe Han-gi. According to this idea, ‘Gi’ is a lump
of living things. ‘Gi’ has space that fills the universe, has a clear essence, and
has a phase that moves constantly and a phase that exhibits aggregation. (Sin-gi,
the ontological Gi) The Gi of the universe is temporarily aggregated into a
tangible object. (Hyong-jil, the Material Gi) An object is dissipated when time
comes and is reduced to the intangible universe. Everything is in this phase of

circular movement. The same goes for the life and death of human beings and

* Researcher Professor, The Research Institute of Won-Buddhist Thought, Wonkwang University.
E-mail: projectpeke@live.co.kr
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animals. He said when a person is born that only pure ‘Gi’ and sense organs
and limbs exist. He completely denied the f conception of ‘the true nature(7~
SRZME)Y of Zhu zi and ‘good wisdom(F%) of the Wang Yang-ming. People
die as a result of their experiences after their birth. Accumulation of experience
results in ‘Chu-Cheuk(#Eifll)’. Guessing is a concept that combines sensory
intuition(Chuff) and reflective analysis(Cheukifl]). He considered how to obtain
rational awareness from ‘Chu-Cheuk’.

Finally, I will look at the complex organic world view proposed by Choe
Han-gi and the accompanying world of religious pluralism. He moved away
from the traditional Confucian view of dividing the world into a cultural center
and a barbarous surrounding area. He saw the world from a pluralistic
perspective and viewed the world as divided into several world religions
(Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Confucianism, etc). He sought to integrate
various elements such as science, humanities, and ethics that belonged to
traditions Eastern and Western thought, and to establish universal learning. And
he hoped to bring harmony to the people of the world. This links to the Korean
traditional thought of Harmonization. And he believed appropriate academic and
ethical principles must be established for all mankind. His beliefs and thoughts

are still relevant for us today.

Key Words : Hye-gang Choe Han-gi, Gi-hak(Gi-thought), The Thought of Penetration of
Religions, the Universal leaming, Tong-Gyo(:E#%X)
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