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Poetics of Sublimity in Wonhyo's Odo Tale

Kim Kiho

(Yeungnam Univ. professor)

< Abstract >

In this study, the focus was on Wonhyo's Odo tale as an event because
his feelings as a character were expressed very clearly in it. The feelings
he had in the tale were displeased and delight. Readers get to have
vicarious experiences of his displeased and delight feelings, which are the
aesthetics and poetics of sublimity. Finding a problematic point of his
Odo tale in it, the investigator set out to shed light on the poetics of
sublimity in Wonhyo's Odo tale. The discussion results are summarized
as follows: first, Wonhyo's Odo event is in the structure of thesis-
antithesis-synthesis or the dialectical structure of an sich-fur sich-an and
und fur sich. In this structure, thesis is a space; antithesis is a place; and
synthesis is a place of a space. They are deployed within a hierarchical
network, which is the structure of Wonhyo's Odo event. The transmission
group describes how great Wonhyo is in a dialectical structure. Secondly,
he has frustration with his imagination and is frustrated by an unfathomable
abyss. There i1s no knowing the vertical depth of the abyss created by
decomposed corpse water, the ghost Togam, and skull water. He is
displeased with his failure in estimating the depth of the abyss. As he is
frustrated and displeased, the feelings become Copernican Revolution or a
turning point that directs him from an external object toward an inner

transcendent being. Finally, Wonhyo makes a comeback by moving toward
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his inner world gradually after experiencing frustration, unpleasantness and
despair due to the disformation of an object. Getting consolation from
reason that is bigger and deeper than the external world and making a
reflective and creative inquiry into his inner world by the help of reason,
he has an encounter with admiration and sacredness and tastes the joy of
delight and bliss in it. This is sublimity. Wonhyo expresses his “joy”
while saying that he has attained divine enlightenment and reciting Odosong,
and his joy i1s a compressed expression of sublime aesthetics in the

delight and bliss of self-discovery.

Key Words : Wonhyo, Odo, sublimity, displeased, delight, self-discovery,

imagination, transcendence, tale
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