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ABSTRACT

An Overview of Acceptance of the
Awakening of Faith in East Asian Buddhism

Lee, Su-Mi

The Awakening of Faith is a seminal treatise in the East Asian Buddhist
tradition. Its doctrinal aspects, which encompass the different perspectives
of various Buddhist schools, have had a major influence on the process of
the establishment of East Asian Buddhism. In modern Korean Buddhist
scholarship, research on the Awakening of Faith has been conducted
focusing on Wonhyo’s JulE(617 ~686) commentaries, such as the Kisillon
so FEfEFEL and the Taesiing kisillon pyolgi KIGHIFFAIIEC. As a result,
Korean scholarship has reached a certain level of understanding of the
Awakening of Faith based on the constant study on Wonhyo's
commentaries. However, the broader doctrinal significance of the
Awakening of Faith does not appear to have been properly considered.
Given that the Awakening of Faith has a long historical trajectory in East
Asia, the study on the treatise should be conducted in the broader context of
East Asian Buddhism. Furthermore, Wonhyo’s thoughts on the Awakening
of Faith may be better understood from the broad perspective. Considering
the need to extend the scope of research on the Awakening of Faith, this
article presents an overview of the process of accepting the Awakening of
Faith in China, Korea, and Japan up until modern times in the broader
context of East Asian Buddhism. By doing this, I disclose that there have

been various doctrinal perspectives revolving around the Awakening of
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Faith in East Asia, and, in this light, suggest that Wonhyo-centered Korean
Buddhist scholarship on the Awakening of Faith should be reconsidered.

Keywords: The Awakening of Faith, Wonhyo JulE (617 ~686), East
Asian Buddhism
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