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3 g 2] 10% el FEGVE Qa1 AT TEAeE,e) o Yae Adke =
o] okg AANNUT. o5 “spo] wheF BAL WaThE 2 Fuv} U3, WS wH o]
Qo Fue wAl doka srjehe £48W nh2A) 28 AT @ fEd % 22
Qe Aotk QS AT THEERE LS 159 AN ole) Z}Eﬂ 2185 1} ek o]
Ae] GHACER S el o) AR ole] Salel el st v ",
b PR A7, @), e ke WRFET Stk 13 <ol WA ozs 1}
22 Aolok AR 5 9olel WAlo] Betahd ke 2 gz . s
o TAE FEI|E Grk. o)A TAAUAAA, I} TPEAe) R, Sols %P 84 4
Ao Bato] FAA &2 Halw Ak WA oS NS FEYW AFe} AT B
o) AR, Ba) #e] A=) ma) Bk ety ALk TERE A0l g 9
ok A FAAE AEAA AT, T Al 88 AN FVORE olo]
ANAAZ, T TR AR, SO Qala] g s thaalt Qo] w7 AZA ol
2 723 99| AL ;Loyg S otk 9& 2 A% 599 oS Wi gd Fx]
o Aok 0] o|el Had AAA] A3 WA e ol 9L Aol

[@2ZZ] During the reign from muyeolwang(@FIF, 654~661) to Hyegongwang(FFET,
765~780) is called Joongdae(HifX, the mid-era) in Silla history. The late in the 7th century of the
early Joongdae is more noteworthy as the former and latter terms of the Unification of the Three
Kingdoms. This study is willing to look into the discussion in the world of Buddhism about ruling
a nation of the King in this time, focusing on Wonhyo(JGH#, 617~686) and Gyeongheung(|sHi,
?~681~?) who were the representative high priests(f5{) at that time.

The Royal family during Joongdae of Silla believed in Buddhism and the Kings were true
followers. There was Naewon([A[5E) as an extra temple in the palace and the sovereigns had invited
high priests and heard Buddhist sermon or wanted political consultation from them. The persons
who made the most outstanding contributions in the Unification of the Three Kingdoms such as
Kim Yu-sin(4:i15), Kim Yang-do(4R &), Kim Cheon-jon(4K%E) and Jukchirang(#7 5 RR)
adhered to Buddhism. Thus, the Royal family and the nobilities had actively faith in and supported
Buddhism in the mid-era of Silla. Therefore, Buddhism not only contributed to unite the people of
the Three Kingdoms directly after the Unification but also enormously influenced on politics those
days.

The activities of Wonhyo and Gyeongheung among many high priests in the early Joongdae
were especially remarkable. They were as the best learned priest(E:{@) at that time, Wonhyo wrote
100 species of books and Gyeongheung left 47 sorts of writings. Also, they had special relation
with the Royal family of Silla, for example, Wonhyo had married Princess Yoseok(¥%5/4) who was
the daughter of muyeolwang and Gyeongheung had frequented the palace as Guksa([E{fifi, the
Most Reverend Priest) in the reign of Sinmunwang(iCF, 681~692) and provided various
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consultations to the Royal Court. Consequently, the Royal family of Silla seems to be affected by
them considerably.

A variety of Sutras state about political ideas in Buddhism, particularly, Suvarna-prabhasottama-
stitra(4x A Y), Bodhisattva-gocara-upaya-visaya-vikurvana-nirdeS$a-stera([& g 52 7-#%) and
Rajadharma-nyaya-sastra( 3= 1EH ) are detailing on that ; those Sutras especially include faults
and moralities of a king among the contents on governing a country as a ruler. Most of learned
priests value Suvarna-prabhzsottama-sfitra, in particular, Wonhyo wrote two spicies of commentaries
and Gyeongheung wrote those of five on that.

It said that Wonhyo and Gyeongheung understood governing a country of a king based on
Churaewanggyoung(H % T#%) — that is R3jadharma-nyaya-sastra. They paid attention to ten
sorts of king's faults and Gyeongheung also gave warning ruler's vice by quoting this contents from
Rajadharma-nyaya-sastra. They probably watched this phrase, “If a king commits an error, the
people won't obey his orders with respect although he has a big warehouse, many aides and
numerous soldiers.” Wonhyo and Gyeongheung cited Rajadharma-nyaya-sastra into their books
several times.

Yeumchiwangpoom Gz /&% T &) and Wangronpoom(T-Ziidh) of this Sutra also explain many
reasons which a king must maintain. Suvarna-prabhasottama-sfitra and Bodhisattva-gocara-upaya
-visaya-vikurvana-nirde§a-siitra say that a monarch is a parents of a people. And both Sutras also
say that, “if public sentiment has unrest, the nation will be in an extremely precarious position
soon because a king should regard the people as the nation”, Wonhyo paid attention to this
phrase.

The Sutras such as Suvarna-prabhzsottama-siitra and Bodhisattva-gocara-upaya-visaya-vikurvana
-nirdeSa-sfitra and so on, like this, mentioned the concrete contents about political activities of a
king in reality. Therefore, Wonhyo and Gyeongheung who watched those Sutras had obvious
cognizance of political ideas in Buddhism, especially about ruling a nation of the king. Even if their
commentaries on Suvarna-prabhZsottama-sfitra are not in existence, we can know that they were
deeply understanding on governing a nation of the ruler ; using Bodhisattva-gocara-upaya-
visaya-vikurvana-nirdeSa-stitra and Rajadharma-nyaya-sastra and so forth, through only the
fragmentary scripts which were quoted in their other writings. It seems difficult that Silla's Royal
family in the early Joongdae who had special connection with Wonhyo and Gyeongheung didn't be
influence by their Buddhist political ideas.

[FH O] AHXZFQESVAR, Ruling a Nation with Upright Reason), ¥ E(JCIE, Wonhyo), 73
(1&H, Gyeongheung), "534 7 j("4HI# 1, Suvarna-prabhasottama-stitra), T4 A2 Z,(TF
BEIFHEEG ), Rajadharma-nyaya-sastra), T2 42178 5(TREE R, Bodhisattva-gocara-upaya-

visaya-vikurvana-nirde§a-siitra)
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