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<Abstract>

The Study On a way in which Seodong Seolwha has been recorded

Byun, Jong—Hyun(Kyungnam University)

Seodong Seolwha is basically a mixture of history and folk tale, and
its text reveals what a folk tale is. Seodong Seolwha can be considered
from two viewpoints; a history and a folk tale. Samguk Yusa ( a
collection of legends, folk tales, and historical accounts relating to
Goguryeo, Baekje and Silla) recorded that King Mu(the thirtieth king
of Baekje Dynasty) established Mireuksa(a Buddhist temple), whose
site used to be a marsh. It was found out while the site was excavated.
A historical story has been told that a great mass of gold had been piled
up at the place where Seodong had digged out yams. Jimyoung, a
buddhist monk, who had stayed at Sajasa (a temple), was a main
character in Seodong Seolwha. While Sajaam around the top of Mt.
Mireuk (Mt. Yongwha) was excavated, it was confirmed that the
temple was the same place as Sajasa where he had stayed.

Seodong Seolwha have some elements of folk tales ; the birth story
of King Mu, the marriage of King Mu and Princess Seonwha, and the
divine power of Jimyoung monk. Even though Samkuk Sagi recorded
that King Mu had been a son of King Beob, he might have been an only
son or a son of royal concubine. If he had been a son of royal concubine,
the story of Samkuk Sagi could be true. It says, ‘My mother was
widowed and then she gave birth to me with a dragon living in a pond’.
Like other mythical heroes, he also had supernatural birth story that
he was born with the spirit of dragon.

Seodong Seolwha in Samkuk Sagi contains a tale about the
establishment of Mireuksa. According to the record, King Mu was
impressed by his father, King Beob's devotion to Buddhism so that he
built Wangheungsa(Mireuksa, a temple) in Iksan. In 634 Wangheungsa
had been finished 34 years later since it started to be built. According
to records which Baekje people had written for keeping sarira relics
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at that time, Mireuksa was established by King Mu's wife who was a
daughter of Sataekjeokdeok (VD EAR#E), a high—ranking official.
Therefore, Seonwha princess could be a character in a folk tale.
Therefore, Seonwha princess could be a character in a folk tale. It is
difficult to prove the marriage of King Mu and Seonwha princess and
to understand the marriage between King Mu and Seonwha princess
who had lived in hostile countries, Baekje and Silla. It has historically
been told that Jimyoung monk filled up the pond, a site of Mireuksa
for a night. The story was the mixture of a historical fact and a buddhist
miracle. It was revealed during excavation that the Mireuksa site used
to be a marsh, which was filled up to build the temple. According to
the record, Jimyoung was described as a monk who had a buddhist's
miracles and wonders.

Seodongyo is a folk song style, not a sanoega style. Samkukyusa
recorded that it had been composed by King Mu. It is controversial
whether it had been created by an individual or had been handed down
orally. Early researchers thought that Seodongyo was created by King
Mu but later researchers presented that a Seodong adapted a traditional
children's song for Seodongyo by adding Seodong and Seonwha
princess. Apart from Seodongyo in Seodong Seolwha, this song is a
children's song style in itself. In other words, this song has the similar
words and structure to ‘eoleri koleri’, a children's song which today's
children sing. Seodongyo had been handed down in the region of Iksan
and Buyeo for a long time until it was recorded by Ilyeon monk. “4Z/
among words of the song can be interpreted as ‘aleul’ according to its
use of Samkukyusa. Seodong can be variously analyzed as a song for
love, a song which predicts the change of society, and a song to reflect
a desire that common people want to move up in their position. When
this song is classified as having a buddhist feature, Seonwha is
regarded as Mireuk Seonwha from the view point of the structure and
meaning of <Dosan Sibigok> and Seodong as Mireuk. As a result, this
song could be considered as a song to express a religious belief that
Mireuk appeared in the world.
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