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{Abstract>

A Study on the Significance
of the Old and Pareun Editions of Samguk Yusa

Kim, Sang—Hyun"

This study aims to elucidate the unique features and significance
of the Pareun Edition of Samgukyusa by comparing it with other
editions of the work, The name of the author, Ilyeon, is not included
in Books 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Samgukyusa: only volume 5 has the name
written in it, Considering the fact that Ilyeon’s posthumous title for the
work, Bogak, is not used with the author's name, it is possible to
conclude that Samgukyusa was completed between 1285, when Ilyeon
became the chief priest of Ingaksa Temple and master of the King at
the age of 79, and 1289, when he attained nirvana at the age of 84,
There are two additional remarks by Mugeuk, Ilyeon’s disciple, in the
original Samgukyusa, These notes are distinguished from Ilyeon’s text
by Mugeuk’s name written under them, It is believed that Mugeuk
published and popularized Samgukyusa, and if so, his is likely the first
edition, However, there is no definite evidence that Samgukyusa was
published in the Goryeo period. Even though a book published in the
10th year (1361) of the King Gongmin of Goryeo quotes from
Samgukyusa, it is not easy to elucidate whether the quotation from

Samgukyusa came from a printed copy or a handwritten one,

* Emeritus professor of Dongguk University, Seoul, Korea.
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There are many problems in considering the Old Edition from the
early Joseon period as the first edition of Samgukyusa. Omitted
characters and alternative characters, used to avoid using the letters of
monarchs’ names, are one of the most significant problems, Omitted
letters are widely found in the Old Edition, In the Pareun Edition, in
the first and second volumes of the “Wangryeok' (‘A Chronology of the
Kings') chapter, there are eighteen blank columns in which no
characters are engraved, There are several cases in which ‘I is used
to replace the name of the King Hyejong of Goryeo, and ‘B and
in place of 74" in the name of King Seongjong of Goryeo. These
widely found substitutions suggest that this edition of Samgukyusa
inherited the style of a first edition which already existed in the
Goryeo period. Characters of rulers’ names are occasionally found in
the edition, and these characters were probably fixed when the book
was published for the second time in the early Joseon period,

Different copies of the Old Edition of Samgukyusa exist,
However, the Seoknam Edition is missing and only the second and
third volumes of the Nisan and Jo Jong-eop Editions are still extant,
Therefore, the Pareun Edition with the "‘Wangryeok chapter’ and the
first and second volumes has a great significance, The Pareun Edition
is the sole extant copy of Samgukyusa from the early Joseon period
complete with the “Wangryeok' chapter and the first volume, The
Wangryeok’ chapter contains a great deal of records concerning royal
succession in the ancient Korean kingdoms, and is of great historical
value, The ‘Wangryeok’ chapter of the Pareun Edition is in relatively
good condition, The Pareun Edition can also be used to confirm the

mistake in the Imsin Edition, where the character ‘B{ is mistakenly



substituted for ‘" in the word “f8A in the ‘Giyi' (‘Mythology’) chapter
of the ‘Gojoseon’ article of the Old Edition, In the Pareun Edition, ‘A’
in ‘#ilA is engraved as H’, which is one of many variant forms of the
character ‘. This one character is important enough to end the

controversy of many decades concerning the myth of Tan-gun's birth,

Key Words: The Pareun Edition of Samgukyusa, Ilyeon, the
‘Wangryeok Chapter('A Chronology of the Kings), Hwan-in,
Omitted Letters.
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