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Abstract

Characteristics of Korean Odaesan
Omanjinsin(Fifty-Thousand True Body) Faith
and the Changes in the Bukdae Faith

Youm, Jung-seop (Ven. Ja-hyun)
Professor
Dept. of Buddhist Studies, Joongang Sangha Univ.

Silla Odaesan (¥4 7 Zl) was the mountain where the Manjusri Faith of
Chinese Odaesan (Z &1L, Wutai Mountain) in Shanxi Province was implanted by
Jajang (35, 4£594-599 ~78653-655) during the reign of Queen Seondeok from
Silla Kingdom. However, during the Unified Silla, Odaesan was transformed into
the place for the Omanjinsin Faith (788 & {510, Fifty-thousand True Body Faith,
faith in the manifestation of fifty-thousand bodhisattva and arhats), with Manjusri
as a main figure, by Bocheon (&)I]) and Hyomyeong (Z87).

This paper examines the Fifty-thousand True Body Faith that has not been
properly examined until now, based on the two records for the religious structure of
the Faith: Minji (B83&)'s Odaesan Sajeokgi (AZILEiE:D) and llyeon (—4R)'s Samguk
Yusa (=%, Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms). However, there are some
differences between the two.

So far, as for the Fifty-thousand True Body Faith, Ilyeon’s record has been
mainly studied and Minji’s was used just to supplement it. However, this paper will
focus more on Minji's record, pointing out the problems in the Ilyeon’s and also will
summarize the phase of change and its validity.

After this, it turned out that there exist Aksobhya-buddha (FRf#) and
Bhaisajyaguru-tathagata (%26 207) in the background of the Avalokiteshvara Faith,

Fwoopl BRENENS 593 LEEDe wak 31



which is found in Dongdae (3%, East Dae) of Odaesan, and that the Five Hundred
Arhat Faith (A &5#/517) of Bukdae (JtZ, North Dae) was actually transformed
from Maitreya Faith (58%n{510).

The most important part of this paper is the faith change in Bukdae. The problem
is that the numerical coherence with the Fifty-thousand True Body is broken when
the five hundred Arhats become the center of the Bukdae Faith, and it is also not
coherent with the fact that all the five Daes centered on the Bodhisattva Faith. This
problem can be solved through the Maitreya Faith found in Minji's records and,
through this, we can judge the situation in which the elements of Maitreya Faith of
Unified Shilla were transformed into Five Hundred Arhat Faith of the Goryeo
Period.

Keywords
Odaesan Sajeokgi, Maitreya faith, Arhat Faith, Bocheon, Hyomyeong, King Seongdeok,
Minji
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