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[Abstract]

Three Patterns on World-Creation: The Potential, Virtualities, and
Tathagatagarbha

Shin, Ick=sang (Methodist Theological Univ.)

It can be said that Whitehead’s potentials, Deleuze’s virtualities, and Won-hyo(JCEE)'s
tathagatagarbha(/l2#) have something in common in that they all set the basis of the
possibility of world-creation on the potentiality — in Deleuze’s term, the virtuality — of the
world. Concretely speaking, Whitehead represents world-creation through the processes of
concrescence and transition, Deleuze through the events of difference and repetition, and
Won-hyo through the circulating movement of unifying and unfolding. Especially Whitehead
introduces potentiality by means of the concept reversion, Deleuze by means of the odd
calculus, and Won-hyo by means of entering into tathagatagarbha. Therefore it can be said
that all of them are philosophies of potentialities that explain the world as a periodic
movement having potentiality inside. These philosophies of potentialities give the possibility of
the world back to the world itself as to allow the world the possibility to be able to take its
responsibility. So it can be said that this possibility is led to ethical lives of human beings,
because the world includes human-reality, the one of processes in the world. By finding a case
of this in Won-hyo's tathagatagarbha thought, we can metaphorically show a practical way —
the descending-movement that could be pursued by the philosophies of potentialities.

Key-words: Whitehead, Deleuze, Won-hyo, The Potential, Virtuality, Tathagatagarbha,
Reversion, Odd Calculus
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