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ABSTRACT

Anxiety and Permeation

- For a Dialogue between Won-Hyo and Kierkegaard -

Kim, Sangrok

The Concept of Anxiety is a capital one among Kierkegaard’s works, but
it obstinately refuses any facile access and, thus, is esteemed as the most
difficult book in his oeuvre. Its difficulty is due to, above all, that it remains
obscure which is an issue when Kierkegaard analyzes anxiety on the basis of
the Fall narrative in Genesis. In order to resolve this crucial problem which
has been neglected by other precedent researchers, I made use of the
parallax offered by The Awakening of the Faith in the Mahdydna. This
resulted in three major discoveries. First, the Fall narrative in Genesis, as it
is interpreted by Kierkegaard in The Concept of Anxiety, as well as the
theory on three subtle aspects of Nonenlightenment deployed in The
Awakening of the Faith in the Mahdyana, is about the subject-object split of
the mind. Second, this leads us to find in detail productive correspondences
between Kierkegaard’s theory on anxiety and Woh-Hyo’s theory on
permeation. Finally, this shows that, at least in reference to anxiety, the
more productive interlocutor with Won-Hyo seems to be Kierkegaard rather

than Heidegger.
Subject Class: Philosophy of Existence, Buddhism, Contemporary

Philosophy
Keywords: Anxiety, Permeation, Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Won-Hyo
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