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Abstract

The Characteristics of the Logic of Hwajaeng Shown in
“The Gate of Hwajaeng between Emptiness and Existence”
of Ten Approaches to Hwajaeng: Focusing on the View of
“Neither Existence nor Non-Existence’ as the Middle with
Reference to the Twofold Truth, Three Natures and
Inexpressible Nature

Kim, Taesoo
Visiting Researcher
Institute of Philosophy, Seoul National University

This study aims at revealing the characteristics of the logic of hwajaeng
(harmonizing the disputes) shown in “The Gate of Hwajaeng between Emptiness
and Existence” in Wonhyo (617-686)’s Ten Approaches to Hwajaeng, while
focusing on his view of the middle expressed as the logic of ‘neither existence and
non-existence’ with reference to the twofold truth, three natures and examination of
inexpressible nature (nirabhilapya).

Accordingly, Wonhyo shows that the contradictory positions are all embraced
without falling into any ontological contradiction by interconnecting the discourse
of the twofold truth and three natures based on the principle of emptiness and
dependent origination. Here, every discourse is regarded as a mere designation
(prajiiapti) or a conceptual elaboration (prapaiica) without substance.

Further, the discourse of hwajaeng can be viewed as the way to show the
consistency among the contradictory arguments from the perspective of one flavor
as an expression of ultimate reality of inexpressibleness. One flavor as the ground of

hwajaeng, as well as the inexpressibleness, reveals the true reality of the middle
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based on the equation of emptiness = dependent origination = ultimate truth. It is
described as a void-like ground deducing a common meaning interconnected with
the twofold truth and three natures. As such, the ‘neither identical nor different’
scheme is emphasized between the interdependent nature as secular truth and the
perfect nature as ultimate truth.

Likewise, all disputes are harmonized into one flavor of the middle in the
dynamic interconnection between the ultimate and secular. Further, it shows
pragmatic nature not even sticking to the middle, let alone to each phrase of
‘existence,” ‘non-existence,” ‘both’ or ‘neither.” Hence, the discourse of ‘neither
existence nor non-existence’ as the middle in “The Gate of Hwajaeng between
Emptiness and Existence” is revealed as the idea of mutual relation, breaking down

all sorts of attachments represented by language and thought.

Keywords

Ten Approaches to Hwajaeng, Harmonizing the disputes. “The Gate of Hwajaeng between
Emptiness and Existence,” Logic of Hwajaeng, Neither Existence nor Non-existence,” the
View of the Middle, Twofold Truth, Three Natures, One Flavor, Emptiness
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