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Abstract
A Study on Reading Cultwral Discornses of <Pungyo> Sung in the Silla
Dynasty | Kim Byeong-Kweon

<Pungyo(J#%)>, the focus of this study, is one of the Hyangea(¥#k),
which was sung by people in the Silla Dynasty. Pungyo was written in
Yangjisaseok(FR & #5%) of Samgugyusa(—[B3E5%). According to Yangjisaseok,
the Silla people offered a monk with Buddhist alms needed for Buddhist
services and carried mud needed to make a statue of the Buddha. Pungyo was
sung when the people carried mud. In this respect, in order to understand
literary values of Pungyo, it is important to conduct a contextual reading of
Pungyo from a Buddhist perspective .

Words used in Pungyo were understood in Buddhist contexts. “To come’
seems to indicate a rebirth from a past life to a current life within the eternal
cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. ‘Sadness’ indicates a feeling of sufferings,
which come from the four phases of life (ie., birth, old age, sickness, and
death) and being ignored. These sufferings are expetienced by the common
people who have not reached spiritual enlightenment. ‘Practicing
Buddhist-merits(F7%)’ means to engage in practice(E1T) to remove any
delusions(Z /) on one’s mind and be enlightened. Thus, Pungyo was sung
with the hope of being enlightened by practicing Buddhist merits of
self-effacement(TEFK) and endurance(HE) to remove sufferings.

Based on these meanings of the words in Pungyo, two discourses are
implied. First, the author of Pungyo constructed a discourse that spiritual
enlightenment, which arises after removing sufferings, is derived not from
“fortune(liE{iE)’ of offering worldly goods, but from ‘Buddhist-merits(HhfE)’ of
being aware of self-effacement and controlling anger. Second, the author

constructed the other discourse that singers of Pungyo were encouraged to
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engage in practice(E4T) in order to be enlightened and remove sufferings by
singing it in a manner similar to working, relaxing, sitting, lying, chanting
Buddhist prayers, or mediating(Zit).

Sakyamuni taught that Buddha can be one of the common people if
unenlightened, while one of the common people can be Buddha if enlightened.
Pungyo is a work which expressed a discourse in a literary form with the
purpose of enlightening the common people, who experience sufferings, based
on Sakyamuni’s teaching. One of the literary values of Pungyo lies in the
common people’s singing it and engaging in practice with the hope of being
enlightened.

Key words: Pungyo(Ji\i%), self-effacement, endurance, Buddhist-merits,

enlightenment, discourse.



