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[FEock This article is to analyze the records of Hye-suk(#fE) and
Hye-gong(FZ%) in “Ihyedongjin( _ZE[FIEE)” of TSamgukyusa(=Bi&EZ)s, to
study popularizing Buddhism and changing religious percepts in Silla. Hye-suk
and Hye-gong were Buddhist monks from the period of King Jinpyung(EZFTF)
to the Unified Silla. Through their activities, it is possible to comprehend the
trend of Buddhism from the Middle Ancient period(F3THH) to Middle period(Fn
AR). Past researches had usually positioned Hye-suk and Hye-gong as Won-hyo(JT
BE)ys seniors, and studied them to find out the foundation of Buddhism’s
popularization through the worship of Amitabha(F[5f#FE). Yet Hye-suk and
Hye-gong’s popularization differed from Won-hyo’s. As an example, their primary
targets to ‘grhapatifEdr, educate and reform) were aristocrats, such as
Guchamgong(38 /) or Chunjingong(RKIEZY). The purpose of this selection of
propagation was to increase ‘Lay Buddhist((EFRAENE) who could economically
support their management of the temples, ultimately expanding the devotee. This
method was, compared to Won-hyo's propagation which targeted on the overall
population of Silla from a village to village, arguably an even more active form of
propagation. This phenomenon that educating ‘grhapati’ was strongly related to
the importation of Vimalakirtinirdesa SferaGHEEERY) or Srimala Stcra(FFEAD),
Buddhist bibles popular at this period. Meanwhile, even though Hye-suk and
Hye-gong’s method of propagation was clearly against the religious percepts, the
fact that people in this period hardly considered it as apostasy signified an aspect
of changing religious percepts. In other words, as the religious percepts had been
generalized throughout the age, the public’s realization of these percepts was
changed, which could be seen in the records that Buddhism monks returning to

secular life during the period before and after the Unified Silla occurred at times.
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