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<Abstract>

The Forms of Existence and Characteristics of
the Buddhist Associations in Medieval Korea

Chae, Sang-Sik

The first reference to the Buddhist associations, named Hyangdo(%fE), comes
from the historical fact that Hwarangdo led by Kim Yu—Sin(&J8E) was called
'Maitreya Buddhist association(GiiEfE)." Many historical researches are inclined
to regard them as the local communities(or founded upon regional relation), This
argument, partly, seems true in that it is one of their characteristics that they
were based upon the local areas, However, what we should more take a look at
is their characteristics in terms of the community of faith,

The Buddhist associations were the religious groups that made use of junipers
in the rituals, At first, no one but the royal family and aristocrats could use
the junipers to perform the buddhist rituals, cures, and practice ancestor
worships in the mountains, As the use of junipers had been generalized,
however, the middle and even lower classes could qualify for the membership of
these associations,

In short, these groups took the form of the devout Buddhist groups, Their
organization largely depended upon the voluntary participants, It was their
ultimate end to enter Nirvana(f##) by practicing asceticism, as well as, more
directly, building up the buddhist monuments, Therefore, as for the members,
securing the financial resources was as a major problem, and so, they tried to
support and take part in all sorts of events hosted by the buddhist temples, and
to design scheme for the practice of Buddhist invocation(:&fff) in an effort to do
this,

These associations had changed in their characteristics as Buddhism was on
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the wane in transitional period from Goryeo to Joseon dynasty, Meanwhile, the
faith of Maehyang(¥i7) combined with other folk beliefs and Maitreya faith was
brought into vogue, mainly in some islands and seaside areas, In conclusion, the
Buddhist associations showed a trend of taking a step in the direction of
stripping the religious tone of Buddhism off them and colouring strongly the
folk beliefs that already little by little were accommodated, on the whole, as

Neo—Confucianism was the dominant thought in the society,

* Key Words: The Buddhist Association(Hyangdo), Maitreya Buddhist
Association(fFfEEE), The Community of Faith, The Local

Communities, Maehyang(#H7)
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