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Abstract

Reality and Consciousness of Three Hans’ Unification

Kim, Young-Ha

Silla joined hands with the Tang Dynasty to destroy Baekje in 660 and Goguryeo
in 668. In 676 Silla also integrated Baekje, south of the Imjin river, through the war
against the Tang Dynasty. This study recovers reality of consciousness of three Hans’
unification, which is explained in relation to unified Silla, as it is often referred to,
despite this historical fact.

The first issue is how the royal family of Silla's middle period perceived collapse
of Baekje and Goguryeo. Silla and the Tang Dynasty were allied in accordance with
a strategy respectively to conquer Baekje and Goguryeo. The royal family of Silla’s
middle period regarded the destruction of the two nations -their external troubles- as
pacification toward Baekje and Goguryeo, and did not consider the destruction as
three Hans’ unification. The substance of pacification did not mean unification in-
cluding the people and the territory, but it only paid attention to falls of the capitals,
Sabiseong Fortress and Pyeongyangseong Fortress.

The second one is how the royal family of Silla’s middle period became conscious
of three Hans’ unification. The consciousness of three Hans” unification emerged after
Silla integrated Baekje through the war against the Tang Dynasty, and it transformed
into the consciousness including Goguryeo after Silla merged with Anseung’s
Bodeokguk. The royal family of Silla's middle period began to be aware of conscious-
ness of three Hans’ unification as it resolved diplomatic issues with the Tang Dynasty
in cooperation with Kim Yu-Shin’s lineage. Consciousness of three Hans’ unification
of those days was based on unification of nations characterized by Jongmyo Shrine
and Sajik Altar.

In conclusion, consciousness of three Hans’ unification is nothing but false con-
sciousness of Silla’s ruling class divorced from historical facts due to royal family-

oriented way of thinking. However consciousness of three Hans’ unification lasted
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until the late Silla because it functioned as an political ideology binding displaced

people of Baekje and Goguryeo.

Key words : destruction of Baekje, destruction of Goguryeo, pacification toward Baekje
and Goguryeo, the Silla-Tang War, integration of Baekje, consciousness of
three Hans’ unification
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