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ABSTRACT

Review and Main Issues on Studies of the
Glazed Tiles of the Guardian Images at
Sacheonwangsa Temple-Site

Songeun Choe

This paper investigates studies on the glazed tile guardian images of
Sacheonwangsa at Geongju: on their identity, on the sculptor Yangji, and on
their construction method.

The identity of the guardians has been presumed to be either the Four
Heavenly Kings or the Eight Kinds of Divine Guardians. The excavation of
2006, however, revealed that 24 glazed tiles showing three different types of
guardians were placed on the base part of each pagoda to the east and west,
numbering 48 pieces all together. After the excavation, the identity of the
guardians was assumed to be guardian kings protecting the pagodas.

With the textual evidences and this excavation result, how can we address
the Buddhist images of Sacheonwangsa from now on? We need to have broad
perspective of the Buddhist sculptures of Sacheonwangsa in relationwith other
Buddhist images of the East Asia, particularly China and Japan, in order to
explore the characteristics of the Buddhist images of Sacheonwangsa including

these glazed tile guardian images. It is hoped this will lead us in an approach
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to apprehending the paradigm of Buddhist sculpture of the early Unified Silla
period.

Key words : Sacheonwangsa(Temple of Four Heavenly Kings), Priest Yangji, Glazed
tile of Guardian images, Four Heavenly Kings, Eight Kinds of Divine

Guardians, Guardian Kings, Mudura
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