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“Dogiya(}=7]1°B” in Yeonorang Seseonyeo($ L&A 1)
of Samgugyusa(Ar=-Ah

Chun, Soo-yeon*

The aim of this thesis is to analyze and prove that a fork tale “Yeonorang Seseonyeo”
included in a famous Korean history book “Samgugyusa’ is based on a historical
fact of the success story of the migrants from Korean Peninsula to Japan in 5th
Century (the “Migrants”, or “Migration”).

For that purpose, the issues that will be discussed in the thesis are as below.

(i) Whether there was a powerful figure who had power to organize and lead the
Migrants from Pohang area in Korea to Kyoto area in Japan and (in case there was
such an powerful figure) the characteristics of the Migrants;

(ii) The political and social situation of Pohang area which caused the Migration;

(iii) The meaning of “Gungweolgun” which referred to the leader of the Migrants
and the relation between “Gungweolgun” and name of places within Pohang area;

(iv) Whether the Migrants had advanced level of silk weaving skills and if so
what is the root of such silk weaving skills; and

(v) Whether the Migrant enjoyed the authority similar to that of the king and
queen in Japan.

First, there was an influential figure within Pohang area who had power to organize
and lead the Migrants. The excavation in Pohang area, of a copper seal, manufactured
Qin Dynasty (265 AD. ~ 316 AD.) that was awarded to the leaders of the surrounding
ethnics, indicates the existence of a powerful leader at Pohang area.

Second, political and social instability and insecurity appears to be the main reason
for the Migration. At that time, territorial expansion by the Kingdom of Shilla was
causing small sized tribal countries to lose autonomy and such phenomenon must
have caused fear and stress to Pohang area as well. The excavation in Pohang area,

of a “wood coffin covered with pebbles mound” which holds typical characteristics

* Andong National University
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of the ones at Kyungju area, indicates that Pohang area was indeed becoming a part
of “Kingdom of Shilla’. Further the pheonmenon of the solar eclipse (which was seen
as the rage of the God by then) as portrayed in the story of “Yeonorang Seseonyeo”,
indicates the fear and stress of Pohang area.

Third, “Gungweolgun” which referred to the leader of the Migrants is also known
as “Yungtongwang”, meaning a leader with flexibility and expertise while the same
was named “Dogiya” at Pohang area before the Migration. What is worth noting
here would be that not only the word “Dogiya” was originated from one of the oldest
villages at Pohang area, but could also be traced back to the language of the “Yemaek
Tribe”, a tribe originally located in the North of Korean Peninsula, not the “Huns”,
which indicates that Migrates are branch of “Yemaek Tribe”.

Fourth, the surname of the Migrants in Japan was written in “Zin” in Chinese
characters and locally pronounced as “Hata”. Although the origin of the aforementioned
surname is still under the dispute amongst Japanese scholars, they all agree that
such notion is related to “silk” or “silk weaving skills”. Based on relics discovered
at Liaoning Province in China (the territory governed by Gojosun Dynasty), “Yemaek
Tribe” appears to have held advanced level of silk weaving skills, which must have
been succeeded to the descendants at Pohang area, and then eventually to Japan
through the Migrants. From this prospective, the description in the story of “Yeonorang
Seseonyeo” that the sun and moon lost its lights, should be interpreted as depicting
the history that the advance silk weaving skills is lost in “Kingdom of Shilla’ due
to the Migration.

Lastly, the Migrants became a powerful figure in Japan based on their advance
silk weaving skills they held. “Ilbonsagi”, a famous Japanese history book, records
a story of one of the descendants of the Migrants, “Zin Jugong”, who was awarded
the surname of “Daezin” (locally pronounced as “Uzumasi”, which literally means
the great Zin) for his contribution of large amount of tax. Also the leader of the
Migrants or the descendants thereof are worshipped as the God at shrines, located
at Kyoto area in Japan. From this perspective, the description in the story of “Yeonorang
Seseonyeo” that husband and wife became the king and queen respectively, should

be understood as indicating a great success for the Migrants.

Dogiya(#ifT®), Gungweolgun(5 A %), Yemaek Tribe(H5H5&),
Hata(£K), silk, Silkworm Shrine.



