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{Abstract)

The Contents and Character of the Huayan
Literature in Shilla and Koryo Dynasties

Choe, Yeon—Shik

During the ancient and medieval times of Korean Buddhism the Huayan Sutra
was one of the most popular sutras among the scholar monks and the study on
it was the main theme of the time. Also many works on the Huayan Sutra was
written in the times. However the number of preserved works even including
some ones left in the fragments is less than 20. There remain only a dozen of
works intact. In this article we try to find the characteristics of Korean Huayan
Literature in ancient and medeival times through the investigations on the works
written in Shilla and Koryeo dynasties which include Uisang’s the (Expalanation
on) the Dharma-dhatu Diagram(™: 7@ (50)s) and the Catechism on Huayan
Sutra("HERFZ ), Wonhyo's the Commentary on Huayan Sutra(T#ERHS5T,),
Myeonghyo's On the Ocean-seal Sammadhi(" =), Pyowon's the
Explanations on the Essentials of Huayan Sutra("ERHE FEEIRE), Gyunyeo's
Commentaries on Zhiyan, Fazang and Uisang’s works(™ )& ifads, "Zadlfl
gy, TEESEIEREEY, T EELERL, "SRR, Jinul's the Summary of
(Li Tongxian’s) Commentary on Huayan Sutra("#EcmE1%,), Chewon's the
Commentary on the Holy teaching of Avalokitesvara in Huayan Sutra(" #E58i
FAE S bR 76y ), Gyeondeung's the Excellent Teaching of Huayan One
Vehicle on Attaining Buddhahood "#Ei—Fifibibs%, and anonymous the
Collection of Essences of the (Expalanation on) the Dharma-dhatu Diagram(Ti:
Sl EC e, ) and the Ganda—vyuha eka—yana Practicer’s Secret Teaching( "%
B — IR T,

There were very few commentaries on Huayan Sutra itself in Shilla and

Koryeo dynasties. Wonhyo's Commentary and Taehyeon's the Archaeological
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Commentary on Huayan Sutra("SERAS Y 750,) are the only ones known while
the former remain in fragments and the other only in name. The systematical
introduction to Huayan Sutra was also very rare, the Explanations on the
Essentials of Huayan Sutra is the only one known and preserved. Uisang's school,
the mainstream of Huayan School during Shilla and Koryeo, had much interest in
understanding the thoughts of Zhiyan, Uisana and Fazang and produced only the
explanations on their works. Especially the explanations on Uisang's the
(Expalanation on) the Dharma—-dhatu Diagram were much popular.

Shilla and Koryeo Huayan study was mainly based on 60 volume Sutra and its
commentaries, while the 80 volume and 40 volume Sutras got very little interest.
Both of the two Suras have only one related work; the Sumvmary o (Li
Tongxian’s) Commentary on Huayan Sutra is on 80 volume Sutra, while the
Commentary on the Holy teaching of Avalokitesvara in Huayan Sutra is on 40
volume Sutra.

It is also one of the characteristics of Krean Huayan Buddhism that there were
many works which show the Truth by diagram such as the (Expalanation on) the
Dharma—dhatu Diagram, the Ocean-seal Sammadhi Treatise and the Ganda—
vyuha eka-yana Practicer's Secret Teaching. These works focus on directly
describing the state of Enlightenment instead of logically explaining the Huayan
theories, which may be an aspect of Korean Huayan Buddhism based on Uisang's

works.

* Key Words

Uisang(F%#H), Wonhyo(JiEE), Myeonghyo( ), Pyowon(#H), Geyondeung(F,
%), Gyunyeo(Igf), Jinul(%h), Chewon(Bair), the (Expalanation on) the
Dharma-dhatu Diagram(T 558G 1), the Catechism on Huayan Sutral "ZE#S
[11%5), the Commentary on Huayan Sutra(™#Ei#5%5:), the Ocean—seal
Sammadhi  Treatise("#FFI=8k5m1), the Explanations on the Essentials of
Huayan Sutra( "HEga$ S350 15, the Commentary on (Fazang’s) Explanations
o Five Teachings("#yiclEliN$sy), The Ganda—vyuha eka-yana Practicer’s
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Secret Teaching( "l &5 — & T Featy)

: 114 3¢9, AAkgksd: 20119 12€ 199,
AL 20114 129 22¢.
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