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Abstract
A study on Main agent of "Seodong Tale" | Han, Yaechan

“Seodong Song" is an old Korean folk song known to be composed by King
Moo of Baekje. According to the section of King Moo from "The Singular" of
TheHeritageoftheThreeStates, theyoungSeodong, wholaterbecamethe30thKingofBackje,
composedthesongwhenhewenttoSeorabul, thecapitalofShilla, inhisattempttowintheloveof
PrincessSeonwha.

Regarding the identity of Seodong, one of the main protagonists of “The
Seodong Tale” in The Heritage of the Three States, critics have been divided,
suggesting various historical figures as Seodong such as King Mookang, King
Dongsung, King Mooryung, King Mookang, Wonhyo as well as King Moo.

As for the identity of Princess Seonwha, the other protagonist of “The Seodong
Tale,” both Princess Seonwha and a daughter from a Backje aristocratic family
were equally gaining support from critics until the discovery of Rewrds of
Saribongabn in the western pagoda of Miruksa Temple in which Queen Sa-tack is
recordedas the wife of King Moo.

After a careful study of the reigning period of King Jinpyung, the foundation
date of Miruka, the structure of the twin tombs in Iksan known as the tomb of
King Moo, this essay concludes that the historical figure fictionalized as Seodong
in “The Seodong Tale” is King Moo as recorded in The Heritage of the Three States.
Countering the recent trend of seeing Queen Sa-tack as Princess Seonwha in “The
Seodong Tale,” this essay argues that Princess Seonwha from Shilla is in fact
Princess Seonwha in the tale, focusing on the fact that Queen Sa-tack supported
Bupwha faith rather than Miruk faith which formed the basis of the foundation of
Miruk Temple. A close analysis of various historical documents reveals that King
Moo and Princess Seonwha initiated the foundation of Miruk Temple, and Queen
Sa-tack’s role was to contribute to the construction of the western and eastern
pagodas. “The Seodong Tale,” then, is based on historical facts and is a text that

used real people to depict the hopes and dreams of its contemporary people.

Key words: folktale, history, Miruk faith, people.



