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Abstract

The Study on the Sudden/Gradual View of Wonhyo
and Chinul

Kim, Yeong 1l
Dongguk Univ.

This paper deals with the sudden/gradual view of
Wonhyo and Chinul at the aspect of enlightenment and
cultivation. First of all, Wonhyo's thoughts of Seon is very
delicate and systematic based on the system of 52 steps in
Mahayana Buddhism. And Chinul’s thoughts of Seon has
two theories at the same time: the theory of sudden
enlightenment and gradual cultivation and the theory of
sudden enlightenment and sudden cultivation.

At the aspect of enlightenment, Wonhyo has the theory
of sudden enlightenment and the enlightenment occurs at
the first step of ten stage (bhtmi). Chinul also has the
theory of sudden enlightenment at the aspect of
enlightenment but has two different steps of enlightenment:
the first step of ten faith in the theory of sudden
enlightenment and gradual cultivation and the ultimate step
in the theory of sudden enlightenment and sudden
cultivation.

At the aspect of cultivation, Wonhyo has the theory of
gradual cultivation and the cultivation takes place at every
steps in the 52 steps. In the theory of sudden enlightenment
and gradual cultivation, however, Chinul has the theory of
gradual cultivation and the practitioner cultivates at every
steps. And in the theory of sudden enlightenment and
sudden cultivation, Chinul has the theory of sudden
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cultivation and the practitioner finishes the cultivation at the
ultimate step.

Key Words :
Wonhyo, Chinul, the sudden/gradual view, enlightenment,
cultivation
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