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Abstract

The Identity of Korean Philosophy and the Perspective of the
History of Korean Philosophy

Kim, Hyung-Chan

Although Korean philosophy is acknowledged in modern academia, it has been
distorted in its process of experiencing and responding to invasions by the West and
Japan. In the process of confronting the composition of 'civilization vs. barbarism” set
by the Eurocentric point of view when its influence was spreading, the range and topic
of Korean philosophy were limited to these viewpoints in addition to an undue fixation
with the "uniqueness” of philosophical thought in order to overcome Japanese
colonialism. Nonetheless, research in Korean philosophy has made substantial progtess,
both quantitatively and qualitatively. Based on research, the representative
characteristic and philosophical historical values of Korean philosophy which are
worthy of being mentioned in its history could illustrate the evaluation of history and
reveal its essential character and identity.

In view of this, I examined the characteristics of the achievements of prominent
Korean scholars and philosophers such as Wonhyo, Jinul, Toegye, Yulgok, Dasan, and
Hyegang. Each actively accepted and applied their knowledge in their own
contemporary problems to seek alternative solutions. Such accomplishments in the
intense process of reflection are considered representative accomplishments in the
history of Korean philosophy. The detailed conceptual discussion of the theory of mind
and nature or ontology, which has been attracting attention in the field of Korean
philosophy, is part of such achievements and is the foundation on which Korean
philosophy stands recognized. On the other hand, problems of reality faced by Korean

philosophers in the time of Wonhyo to Hyegang on the Korean Peninsula and their
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petception of these problems gives uniqueness to their achievements, which are
therefore mentioned in Korean philosophy. In other words, the history of Korean
philosophy consists of discussions in the process of seeking alternatives to the problems
that have been faced by the people of the Korean peninsula, of which the level and form
merit its recognition as philosophy as a modern academic field. Furthermore, this is the
reason why ‘Korean’ philosophy is considered a product of posing problems and

searching for alternative solutions within the realities of Korean history.

[Key words] Korean philosophy, history of Korean philosophy, view of history,
Wonhyo, Jinul, Toegye, Yulgok, Dasan, Hyegang.



