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The Buddhist political Meaning of “Pung-yo during
Queen Sunduk dynasty

Kim, Myung—joon*

Pung-yo is a song sung by the people at the time a Statue of Buddha -
Jangyukjonsang- was built in Yongmyo temple by the monk Yangji on the
4™year of the Queen Sunduk(AD635) dynasty.

In this article, it was to find out the meaning of Pung-yo in the frame of
political environment and Buddhism at the time of the Queen Sunduk dynasty
and the relationship between Queen Sunduk and Yangji for which it was
summarized as follows:

There is an opinion that Pung-yo is but a Rodong-yo - work song, howeve,r
this song can be deemed to be related to Yangji and Buddhistic thought in
view of deep relationship with Yangji who built the Statue of Buddha.

Furthermore, in light of the major event the building of Jangyukjonsang
during Queen Sunduk dynasty, the song can be regarded to be related to
Queen Sunduk as well.

The age of Queen Sunduk was the period of maximum confrontation among
the three countries as such ceaseless military attacks were there from Koguryo
& Baekje ever since the Queen assumed her Crown.

Furthermore the limitation originated from the lady monarch led such crisis
to its extreme situation.

Such examples can be found from the incidents such as a scoff contained
in the seed gift, proxy rule request by king Taejong of Tang dynasty, and
internal rebellions by Bidam & Yomjong.

As stated, the Queen Sunduk was a monarch who had to survive under the
legacy of accumulated crisis as well as the limitation as a lady monarch in
the tensed political environment of Tang dynasty.

The Queen tried to overcome such crisis & limitation through governing the
country by Buddhist discipline.

The Buddhist thought used for strengthening royal power inherited from
Bubheung dynasty was actively utilized by the age of the Queen as well.

* Hallym University
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While tried to settle down the belief of early Transmitted Buddhism through
completion of Bunhwang temple, Yongmyo temple, Hwangnyongsa-tower,
dispatching monk Jajang to Tang, at the same time it promoted the safety
and defense of the royal kingdom.

Yangji was a temple constructor from common people worked in Queen
Sunduk dynasty who can be deemed to have equipped both religious and
artistic capabilities.

From His acts & articles left by him could be found the characteristics of
esoteric Buddhism, but in view of new techniques being found from part of
other art works, it appears to be he was capable to materialize freely the
existing as well as new technologies.

His thought & talent made him to be posted as a chief in the construction
of Jangyukjonsang in Yongmyo temple which became an opportunity to build
a relationship with Queen Sunduck.

Pung-yo can be deemed as a song to practice good deeds to overcome the
pain of eternal cycle of birth by the people if we consider only the song itself.

As the song is unfolded through exchanging meanings among those words
such as ‘oda- come’ ‘seoroum-sorrow, manta- many, and gongduk-good deeds,
etc, where ‘seoroum’ is the result of the past deeds, manta represents the
depth of such pain as well as pains of many ordinary peoples and ‘gongduk’
indicates the deeds of trtaining to discontinue such past practices.

And ‘oda” while shows the eternal cycle of birth of common people but as
well implies internally their proceedings to the future.

However, Pung-yo can't be deemed as a simply song of the Buddhist
thought on the basis of the deeds in view of the intention contains with a huge
investment as well as the view point of the political & Buddhism idea in the
Queen Sunduk dynasty of Silla.

Because Pung-yo fulfilled its responsibility in the process of making
political royalty as the tax payment to be regarded as Buddhist donation by
disguising Silla as the nation of Buddhism in order to quell the tax resistance
& political criticism by the people against the nation.

Therefore, Pung-yo can be regarded as the song of Buddhism for political
edification that was created to eliminate the political & economic resistances
of people in the utilization of Buddhism to overcome the internal crisis as well
as the limitation as a Queen through construction of Jangyukjonsang in
Yongmyo temple by monk Yangji implemented such task.

Key words : Queen Sunduk, Yongmyo temple, Yangji, Pung—yo, Song of Buddhism
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