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Abstract

The Spirit of Harmonization in Wonhyo's thought of Pure Land
of Maitreya
- Focused on the Essentials of the Ascent of Maitreya Sutra -

Kim, Yeong-il
(The Lecturer in Buddhist Department of Dongguk University)

Wonhyo knew that the thought of pure land of Meitreya could give
the message of hope to the people. So, he let the people know the
real meaning of the thought through writing the Essentials of the
Ascent of Maitreya Sutra. In the book, we can taste his spirit of
harmonization, one of his distinct theory.

Firstly, on the scriptures of Meitreya, he wants to show the
truthful facts to the persons concerned by declaring that only one
theory is right. And we can feel that the whole discussing process of
harmonization is real by inserting the debating part into the process.
Secondly, on the birth of Meitreya, you can see that the opposing
three theories are harmonized with many methods and steps. And he
tries to disappear a lot of ignorance or misconception in the mind of
persons concerned with the earnest efforts.

Thirdly, on the cultivation of Meitreya, he solves the case on the
basis of 2 criteria of 'the determined mind’ and 'the not-determined
mind’. And they can infer that the Buddhist scripture could be
understood correctly on the basis of the very difficult sentence at the
solving part.

Lastly, on the teaching of Meitreya, he shows the fundamental
opinion on the Buddhist scriptures that every scriptures could be
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different according to the hearers. And one can know that the
questions can be solved although the assertion of theory includes the
only small part.

Keyword
Wonhyo, harmonization, the theory of harmonization, Meitreya, the

thought of Meitreya, the scripture of Meitreya, the Ascent of
Maitreya Sutra, the Essentials of the Ascent of Maitreya Sutra,
Meitreya Bodhisattva, Meitreya Buddha.
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