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Abstract

The Common Elements of Tiantai and Wonhyo’s Thought:
With Emphasis on Unobstructed Action 4 1 and Pure
Land ¢ I- Thought

LEE, Byung Wook
Lecturer
Korea University

This paper aims to study the elements in common between Tiantai thought and
Wonhyo’s thought, limiting the scope of study to the concepts of unobstructed
action fEi 1T and pure land 5+ thought. I first compare the Tiantai viewpoint of the
precepts 7t to that of Wonhyo’s. The Tiantai view of the precepts is that of the
middle way ", while Wonhyo maintains the standpoint that the precepts are in
fact empty “< but that one should not abandon the perspective that they exist 4. In
effect, Wonhyo espouses the same middle way perspective of Tiantai.

Second, the spirit of the Tiantai concept of the unobstructed path #E#EiE is
identical to Wonhyo’s idea of unobstructed action #&#¢17. The unobstructed path of
Tiantai thought starts with the view that desire is itself the way i#, affirming the
desire to save sentient beings. Wonhyo in turn highlights this view from the
standpoint of the precepts. Although one’s actions may outwardly appear to violate
the precepts, if one’s inner world is true then one has not truly violated the precepts.
Thus the Tiantai affirmation of the desire to save sentient beings changes for
Wonhyo to an emphasis on the importance of the inner world in keeping the
precepts. Nevertheless, both Tiantai and Wonhyo agree on the importance of the
inner world rather than the outward form.

Finally, I compare Tiantai and Wonhyo’s pure land thought. The Tiantai view is

that to understand emptiness “¢ is to be born in the pure land. Meanwhile, Wonhyo
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divides the pure land into four grades, classifying the level of Buddhahood as pure
land. Thus, we see that both Tiantai and Wonhyo’s thought espouse a mind-only
theory of pure land M.0yg+-.

Keywords

the viewpoint of the precepts A4, the middle way, the unobstructed path fE#EH,
unobstructed action #&##4 7, mind-only theory of pure land #ff.035 -+, the inner world, pure land
Bl

20154 028l 09 B
20154 03E 01 AlAtet=
20154 03& 029 AR



