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Wonhyo’s 0t#) Logic of Reconciliation (I
am.2) and Healing Disputes of Opinion

Park, Tae—won
Professor in Ulsan University

Discerning and accepting the partial truth (—2) of each opinion
is the most remarkable principle of Wonhyo's (7t#%, 617-686) logic
of reconciliation (FFFw2%). Wonhyo’s logic is universally appealing
because it engages common sense and universal rationality, and is
applicable to myriad situations in life. But how are we to discern
and accept this partial truth?

The wisdom of dependent arising (%2, paticca-samuppada)
has the power of fundamentally healing disputes of opinions.
The ignorance, dogma, and self-righteousness that stems from
absolute, unconditional, and universal arguments, as well as its
accompanying violent exclusion of all others, can be healed by
the faculty of changing unconditional statements into conditional
statements. Therefore thinking in terms of dependent arising (4%E)
is also thinking in terms of reconciliation.

Wonhyo’s logic of reconciliation holds as its premise the

o
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division of meaning series of opinions or schools of thought. These
different or opposing opinions and schools can then be accepted and
reconciled as containing partial truth. Discerning and discriminating
the meaning and context of these opinions or theories is Wonhyo’s
representation of the ‘dhamma of dependent arising’ GZiE2).

By the same token, Wonhyo faithfully adopts thinking in terms
of dependent arising, or accepting opinions conditional ones,
and realizes the logic of reconciliation as ‘reconciliation based
upon the discrimination of the meaning context of opinions and
schools of thought.’Thus the principle of reconciliation, that is, the
discrimination and acceptance of partial truth, is also Wonhyo’s
take on thinking in terms of dependent arising. Because of this,
Wonhyo’s philosophy of reconciliation is able to provide realistic
and universal healing power to not only Buddhist disputes of

opinion but also mundane ones.

Keywords

Won—Hyo(5te, 617-686), logic of reconciliation(%1s:s:%),

discerning and accepting the partial truth(—12) of every opinions,
thinking by condition—dependent origination(##z, paticca—samuppada),
healing the exclusive disputes of opinions,

changing the unconditional statement into conditional statement
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