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{(Abstract)

Accepting Shamanism and Reconstructing
Sacred Space in Silla Buddhism

Kim, Young—dJin

In Ancient Silla, shamanism based on nature worship existed. Before the
ancient kingdoms were established, shamanism played an important role in tribal
communities. Shamans were experts who guided shamanistic activities. They
were in charge of ancestral rites, observed astronomy, performed incantation, and
took on psychic healing. Ever since its introduction to Silla, Buddhism competed
with the existing shamanistic traditions and gradually indigenized itself. In this
process, Buddhism accepted the nature worship partially, and transferred it into
the object of faith within Buddhism. At times, Buddhist monks served the role of
shamans such as performing incantation or ancestral rites. In the process of
expanding their influence, Buddhist world occupied spaces that were traditionally
considered sacred in shamanism. Many of the temples built during Silla period
were, in fact, constructed on existing shamanistic sancta. This caused intense
feud between the Buddhist world and the Shamanistic world. Silla Buddhism did
not manifest a purely Buddhist worldview, but widely accommodated existing

shamanistic traditions. In that, Silla Buddhism displayed a form of multiple faiths.

* Key Words
Silla Buddhism, nature worship, incantation, Shamanism, shaman, multiple
faiths
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