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Abstract

The Patterns and Characteristics of Korean Buddhist Written Folktales

Kim, Ki Jong

As an effort to explore the literary characteristics of Korean Buddhist folktales,
this study examined the patterns and characteristics of Buddhist stories in the
literature of the Koryo and Joseon Dynasties. For this purpose, the themes and
key contents of Buddhist folktales in Koryo literature were grouped into ‘monks’
mystic lives, ‘miraculous efficacies of Buddha and Bodhisattva statues and
scriptures,” ‘Buddha’s land and the presence of Buddha and Bodhisattvas, and
‘rebirth in the Pure Land and becoming an incarnated Buddha.’

Buddhist folktales from Joseon literature were examined mainly focusing on
scripture  related folktales, temple related ones, and monk related ones. According
to the results of this study, the contents of Korean Buddhist written folktales
showed the tendency of configuring ‘Buddha’s State’ and ‘Buddha in this land.’
Considering that folktales were made up stories by nature, these stories reflect
the pursuit of or yearning for ‘the Buddha's Land’ and ‘becoming a Buddha’

among those who created, transmitted, and enjoyed Korean Buddhist folktales.

Keywords :
Buddhist folktales, written folktales, Samkukyusa, Beophwayeongheomjeon,
scripture folktales, temple folktales, the Buddha's Land, becoming a Buddha.
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