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Abstract

The Image of Hwarangs during the Period of Silla

Kim, Sang-Hyun

The purpose of this paper to depict the image of hwarangs held by the people from
the period of Silla. It, in particular, focuses on the kings’ perceptions of them and the
treatments hwarangs received. In Sillan society, hwarangs were considered to occupy
an important place. This is why many works and hyanggas about hwarangs were writ-
ten, headstones erected. P’ungnyudo was created under the order of the king for the
purpose of making the nation prosper.

Everyone in Silla is said to have admired and respected hwarangs. There are sev-
eral records indicating that the kings accepted hwarangs. The reason that both the
kings and people accepted hwarangs was because of the idea that hwarangs were the
incarnation of Mirtik. King Jinheung admired Chdllyun songwang so much that he
called his princes Giimnyun and Dongyun. Sangkara is the Yongwha world where
Chollyun songwang appears and this might have been the ideal world of King Jinhe-
ung, who was a sincere Buddhist.

The kings seem to have taken an interest in the travels of hwarangs and the news
and rumors about them. There are occasions on which the kings themselves determine
the rewards and punishments concerning hwarangs. The headstones dedicated to
hwarangs were probably erected either under the order of the kings or as part of a na-
tional project. Some hwarangs volunteered for military service and, with the approval
of the king, rendered distinguished services. These examples suggest that the kings
were directly involved in several activities of hwarangs. Therefore the government is
likely to have organized and operated P’ungnyudo through the Hwajutl itself.

Hwarangs and nagdos were a group of people who practiced P’ungnyudo. The
ideals hwarangs and nagdos were pursing were P’ungnyudo, which was thought to
be something they had to train for rather than a sort of pastime. They also shared a

sense of identity that distinguished them from the rest. There are headstones that show
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the activities of Hwarangs such as Solwonangbi, sasonbi, and nanrangbi. There is also
a biography about them written by Kim Daemun entitled Hwarang segi. And a book
named ‘Sunsa’ traces P’ungnyudo to its origin. A monk named ‘Yung Cheon,” who
lived during the reign of King Jinpyeong, sang a song named ‘Hyesongga’ in which
he said that comets appeared in order to clean up the road to Mt. Geumgang for three
Hwarangs. A monk named Jinja from the reign of King Jinji reached Misinang after
having made a ‘one step, one bow’ pilgrimage walk and accepted it as the personifi-
cation of Mirtikbul. Ch’ungdam, during the period of King Gyeongdeok, praised
Kiparang comparing him to a robust nut pine and this hyangga was even known to
King Gyeongdeok. Chukchirang was an object of longing among nangdos and thus

was worshiped in the Mochukchirangga.

Key words : Hwarang, Nangdo, Mirtksinang, P’ungnyudo, hyangga
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