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Abstract

Yearning” Motif for Super Heroes | Kim, Kap-Kee

This study explores 'yearning' motif for super heroes in the two ancient
poems: Master Chung-Dam's "A Hymn for Jiva" and Dw-Fu's "The Premier of
Chok (Zhuge Liang)." These two poems, that exalt heroic deeds and, at the same
time, yearn for the discased heroes, are closely related with the political and
social milieus of the time. Master Chumg-Dam's "A Hymn for Jiva" is the product
of severe political and social unrest in the end of Korean Shillz Dynasty and
Du-Fu's "The Premier of Chok (Zhuge Liang)" is that of the civil war (An - Sas
Rebellion) in Chinese T'ang Dynasty.

Both poems show strikingly similar characteristics in theme, atmosphere,
structure, style, and motivation. Also the 'yearning' motif in the two poems is
very similar to the traditional #bi sunt motf in the Western literature. However,
unlike the whi sumt motif that deals with the transience of life, youth, beauty,
and human endeavor, the 'vearning' motif in both poems does not grimly or
sorrowfully urge their readers to prepare spiritually for the afterlife. In an epic
eloquence and a patriotic strain both poems exhort rulers and people to order
and discipline by recalling them ancient great heroes who had brought glory and
peace to their countries. The 'yearning' motif in both poems is not for the

afterlife but for the present.



