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The Historic Truth in Cheoyong Story

Kim, Ki-Heung

Cheoyong(B&%) has been known as a mysterious person who was born as
a son of Dragon of East Sea(3i%#H) and became a courtier after following
King Hungang(®®E) to Unified Shilla Capital Kyongju in the 9th century.

Several studies have focused on the identity of Cheoyong. Some suggested
Cheoyong as a shaman, or as a son of a country elite family in east Shilla, or,
more interestingly, as an Arab merchant who had arrived in eastern sea of
Shilla. But these studies has not yet showed any full supportive proofs.

King Hungang had an only son named Yo(l#), who later became King
Hyogong(#%#8E). Yo was a child of King Hungang with a country woman
known as only Kim(%) in his trip to the area near the eastern sea. But
‘Cheoyong Story’ in Samgukusa(=BJ;&%#) tells us that East Sea Dragon sent
Cheoyong with a great respect to King Hungang who had yet no son and
King Hungang built a temple for East Sea Dragon and named it Manghaesa
(Z#F). And the story tells that the temple has another name Shinbangsa
(#%F) which means that the temple was ‘the place in which bride and
bridegroom spent their first bridal night.” That name sounds inappropriate for
temple and makes us wonder and ask why it has that strange name. The
name is just a proof that King Hungang and the country woman had spent
their first night in this place and from this relationship Cheoyong, who is
supposed to be Yo was born. And King Hungang built the temple Manghaesa
or Shinbangsa as a memorial near the area nowadays known as Ulsan(EfIl).
But Yo was an illegitimate son and could not inherit the kingdom. In those

times Shilla East Sea Dragon was worshipped as a god to protect the country,
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so the story was spread among the people that East Sea Dragon gave a son
Cheoyong(Yo) to King Hungang to succeed his kingdom.

‘Cheoyong Story’ tells us that Cheoyong(Yo) is a son of East Sea Dragon
and has a sacred power to defeat the spirit of small pox. And the story has
become a myth for his succession as King Hyogong.

Key Words : King Hungang, East Sea Dragon, Cheoyong, Yo, Cheoyong
Story, Manghaesa, Shinbangsa, spirit of small pox.'King

Hyogong
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