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Abstract

The figures of Woman on the road in Hyangga

Shin, Jae-hong (Gachon Univ.)

We intend to show figures of woman on the road in Hyangga, the
poetic genre of Shilla dynasty, and find meanings of the figures
through this study. The figures appear in four Hyanggas,
Seodongyo, Heonhwaga, Docheonsugwaneumga, and Jemangmega.

The figures of woman on the road are made into stories in
back-story of Hyangga. Princess Seonima was sent into exile cause
of Seodongyo. Lady Suro became heroine of her husband's parade
being on the way to his post. Heuimyeong ran toward temple to
pray for her son’s recovery. Sister of poet said goodbye and went to
the world beyond.

These figures of woman are represented in the poems of
Hyangga In Seodongyo Seonhwa is described with the character of
challenging passions, active inclinations and daring behaviors. In
Heonhwaga Mrs. Suro shows desires for beauty and dignified
attitudes. In Docheonsugwaneumga, Heuimyeong the mother of sick
son 1s described with the body of praying and the mind of yearning
for relief. In Jemangmega Sister of poet is going to the Buddhist
paradise after her brother’s supplication for her eternal rest.

The breadth of figures of woman on the road in Hyangga is large.
From the real road to ideal road, from suffering to success, and from
the noble to the commoner, the various women are described with

varied appearances. The figures have concrete images and meanings
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of woman's subjectiveness to walk the road. Compared with Korean
narrative literatures in which the suffering women are figured,
Hyangga has romantic relationships, earnest motherhood, and
1deological intentions. Therefore the figures of woman on the road in

Hyangga have important meaning in the Korean literature history.

Key words : road, woman, AHyanggs, figures, various appearances
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