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Abstract
A Political Reading of Samguk-Yusa | Abn, Woi-soon

This paper attempts a political reading of Samguk-Yusa. To that end, Chapter
2 reviews previous works on Samguk-Yusa in various fields. Especially, it deals
with the negative and positive views on the book begun from Ahn Jeongbok
and Choi Namseon to argue the necessity of a political reading. Chapter 3
explores the political milieu of the time in which the author II Yeon had come
to be the supreme intellectual of the time and the national hero. The political
milieu especially consists of these political tasks: domestically, the end of military
regime and the restoration of royal rule and internationally, the end of the war
with Mongol and the signing of a peace treaty and the overcoming of Yuan's
political intervention. Chapter 4 overviews the characteristics of political meaning
in Samguk-Yusa. Samguk-Yusa tried at least to confirm the divinity of a Korean
nation by summoning up political imaginations. Through the reformulation of
the task of the nation and ethnic identity building, it emphasized the identity of
the political collective of Goryeo. The illumination of the filial and royal
conducts during the Samguk period meant to reestablish the national and family
royalty to overcome the national crisis. Even the descriptions of numerous
incidents of strange behaviors and Buddhistic comments of monks are not
exceptions. They are also related to the Buddhism that taught the ultimate

royalty to a nation.

Key words: a political reading, Samguk-Yusa, 11 Yeon, Goryeo, the nation-

identity.



