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Abstract

The Buddhist Understanding of many kind of Sa(%)
in Ancient Korea

Sin, sun-hye

This study looks deeper into the meaning of Sa(-}:) mainly in the Silla
Dynasty. This study not only views the Sa in different perspective compared
to the other Confucian perspective papers, but also has meaning because it
analyzes the meaning of Sa in the Buddhist perspective specific to the Silla
Dynasty.

First, this paper looks into the different cases of Sa, such as Joong—sa(%
+), Shin-sa(f5+), Geo-sa(ff+), and Seon-sa(i%+:), which are types of
"layman’ (#EZK(5%), and Gae-sa(Bfl+:) and Dae-sa(’k+:), which are types of
"monk’ (HZ#). Of course, there are records of other types of Sa in historical
records, such as Bak-sa(fit:), or other Sa which the meaning is
self-explanatory — such as 'Sok-sa’(f4-12). However, these types of Sa were
not explained since they are not mentioned often.

The Buddhist Sa viewed in Silla Dynasty does not differ hugely from
Buddhist origin which is viewed from Chinese Buddhist Scriptures. However,
it could be viewed that the Silla Dynasty Sa is different from the Chinese Sa
from the fact that it divides 'layman’ to Shin-sa and Geo—sa, and that
Dae—sa, which is referred as Buddhist saint, has been used to call monk in
late Silla prehistoric scripts. Especially, we could infer that the layman had
high status from the fact that layman’s possibility of attainment of
Buddhahood was commonly described with Shin-sa. This also comes from
the background of 'Ui-sang(35i#l)’ from middle age Silla, "Tang Guo Bul(#
)’ from <Avatamska Sutra>, and the natural attainment of Buddhahood
from late Silla’s Zen(ifiz%).

Along with the references above, the characteristical change of late Silla
Sa was that monk and the Buddhist saint had similar status. This was found
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that this was related to 'Daeseungbosaldo( A7 Ei#384)’ emphasized by Zen
Buddhist monks who tried to combine Zen(iiff) and Gyo(%). Just like various
non-Zen sect monks became saints in order to relieve mankind, monk of Zen
was also given the name of Dae-sa in order to solidify the status of the Zen
Buddhists.

We hope that this research provides historical resource to future
researches on Silla’s transformation in Buddhist concepts, and that it allows

to analyze the meanings of the Buddhist Sa of that period.

Key word : a kind of Sa(+:), Joong-sa(Z+:), Shin-sa(f5+:), Geo-sa(f&
+), Seon—sa(G+t), Gae—sa(Bit), Dae-saCk+), Accomplishing
Buddhahood in One’s Present Lifetime(3r5 i), Bodhisattva
Conduct(%h#17), the natural attainment of Buddhahood(#
ACHLAHE)

Fud 2019 1130 AAEEY 2019, 2. 1L AAGARY 2019, 2. 7. |




