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| Abstract

The aspects and background of Circling the pagoda of
Heungnyunsa Temple

Kim Yongjoon
Department of History, Inha University

According to the chapter 'Kim Hyeon Gamho, in fSamguk Yusas, Silla custom
had an annual event to tour the tower of Heungnyunsa Temple from February 8 to
February 15. The pagoda circling custom took place at a temple called
Heungnyunsa, so they can be seen as a typical Buddhist circling the pagoda event.
However, the time when circling the pagoda takes place in Heungnyunsa Temple is
the day of Buddha's marriage on the eighth day of the second lunar month.
Heungnyunsa Temple was the first Buddhist temple of Silla built in a forest called
Chenkyung forest. This area is seen as a sacred place by the Silla people though it
is not certain that the forest is a sacred place, however, the meaning of
“ChenKyung (K#%)” often represents the moon and the nearby capital of Silla is also
known as Wolseong(H#%) and Banwolseong(4$:H#%), which are related to the moon
and it may seem relatable to sacred place. This moon is a celestial body that is
related to affluence. Also, if you look at the customs of the French and Pygmies and
the full moon of Korea, there are rituals related to affluence. These points show
that Silla regarded the moon as a symbol of affluence, this may be the reason why
Chenkyung forest is related to the moon. Especially considering that Silla is an
agrarian society, the moon is a celestial body associated with a good harvest of
farming in Silla. That's why King Beop Heung of Silla officially recognized Buddhism
and founded Heungnyunsa in ChenKyung forest, a place where the Sin Lines are
sacred, the new line would not have completely abandoned the existing telegraph
office. In fact, it seems to be possible even in the early European countries where
Christianity was accredited, because it is possible to see traditional beliefs coexist
with Christianity for a while. In addition, it is thought that this traditional belief of
Silla influenced the circling the pagoda, the Buddhist ritual, and turned it into a folk
game to pray for a good year. Therefore, it is presumed that the circling the
pagoda, which took place on February 8th and February 15th at Heungnyunsa, was
not just a Buddhist event, but a ritual of praying for a good year as well as an
individual's blessing by receiving the traditional beliefs of Silla.

Keywords
Heungnyunsa Temple, circling the pagoda, Silla, bok-hoi, Chenkyung forest
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