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A study on how Cheoyong and
Cheoyong Story have been accepted to poetry

Lee Jingyu
(Dongguk Univ.)

< Abstract>

This is a study on how Cheoyong and Cheoyong Story have been
accepted by writers for their poetry. Cheoyong and his story which was
introduced in the Heritage of the Three States were handed down to
posterity, translated liberally and rewritten as <Cheoyong> in the song of
‘So-ak-bu’ by Yi Je-hyun in the latter part of Goryeo period, and regarded
in the poem of Lee Sung-in as an expression of patriotism compared to
<Cheoyong-ga> of Silla dynasty which was sung to enjoy the reign of
peace. And they even assumed that there might have been ‘Shin-bo’, a
new music, considering there was the poetic word that people listened to
the song which was passed down as per the old music of ‘Gu-bo’.
Afterwards, Lee Saek’s poems appeared with description in the ceremonies
such as event of state, banquet for the ruler and the ruled, Na-re rite (a
ritual held to drive out the ghost since the Silla era), and so forth.
Through historic records, this study attempted to add its development
until the appearance of Cheoyong in the works of the writers in Goryeo
era.

Cheoyong and his story was accepted by the writers of Yeong-sa-ak-
bu(a music administrative office) in the dynasty of Joseon. As Yeong-sa-

ak-bu has characteristics to criticize through the formation of ‘title-
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historical story-work(awareness)’ based on our history, awareness, i.e.
history evaluation, was reflected in their works as well. The types that
they accepted Cheoyong and his story are featured in three kinds, and
the first one goes to both the denial of Cheoyong and criticism on the
politicians of the Silla dynasty, and next one to acceptance of Cheoyong
but criticism on the politicians of the Silla dynasty, and admiration for
Cheoyong, and so on. The first was that Cheoyong who made Cheoyong-
mu(a kind of dance) prevalent in the court and messed it up was denied,
and the politicians who were trapped in the dance and greedy habitually
for seeking pleasure were also the target to be criticized. And more,
there were writers who questioned whether Cheoyong was qualified to be
entitled with government post, and they showed negative opinions on the
personnel appointment made by the politicians who bestowed the post on
him, and there were works as well which denied only Cheoyong but did
not express anything on the reality of politics. The second was that the
flourishing virtues of king were prayed, and Cheoyong who gave the
king pieces of advice for wariness was accepted, but the situation and
reality of politics of Silla came to the target of satire and criticism. And,
the political situation of Silla was compared to their situation of reality,
or expressed as their regret. The third was that they admired Cheoyong
as a person who had to be passed down to the next generations due to
the reason that he was sung in the reign of peace, or they emphasized it
as a transmission of our music.

We collected and studied the works that had accepted Cheoyong and
his story after newly recognizing them as ‘Yeong-sa-ak-bu’ in this study.

Key Words : Cheoyong, Cheoyong-mu, Wol-myeong-hang, Hag-seong-seon,
Yeong-dong-sa, Yeong-sa-ak-bu.
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