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A lug-worm with its gray and muddy mouth
Sang how somewhere to north or west or south
There dwelt a gay, exulting, gentle race;

And how beneath those three-times blessed skies
A Danaan fruitage makes a shower of moons,
And as it falls awakens leafy tunes:

And at that singing he was no more wise.
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Nor may I less be counted one
With Davis, Mangan, Ferguson,
Because, to him who ponders well,
My rhymes more than their rhyming tell
Of things discovered in the deep,
Where only body’s laid asleep.

For the elemental creatures go
About my table to and fro,

That hurry from unmeasured mind
To rant and rage in flood and wind;
Yet he who treads in measured ways
May surely barter gaze for gaze.
Man ever journeys on with them
After the red-rose-bordered hem.

Ah, faeries, dancing under the moon,
A Druid land, a Druid tune!
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There was a green branch hung with many a bell
When her own people ruled this tragic Eire;

And from its murmuring greenness, calm of Faery,
A Druid kindness, on all hearers fell.
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O’Driscoll drove with a song

The wild duck and the drake

From the tall and the tufted reeds

Of the drear Hart Lake.
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And he saw how the reeds grew dark
At the coming of the night-tide,

And dreamed of the long dim hair
Of Bridget his bride.

He heard while he sang and dreamed
A piper piping away,

And never was piping so sad,

And never was piping so gay.
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The danaan children laugh in cradles of wrought gold
And clap their hands together and half close their eyes
For they will ride the North when the ger-eagle flies
With heavy whitening wings and a heart failen cold

I kiss my wailing child and press it to my breast

And hear the narrow graves calling my chlid and me
Desolate winds that cry over the wandering sea
Desolate winds that hover in the flaming West
Desolate winds that beat the doors of Heaven and beat
The doos of Hell and blow there many a whimpering ghost
O heart the winds have shaken the unappeasable host
Is comelier than candles at Mother Mary’s feet
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