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Abstract

A Study on the Thought of Ven. Bogakguksa Iryeon

Myung, Gye-hwan
(Dept. of Buddhist Studies adjunct professor of Dongguk University)

The purpose of this study is to suggest a new understanding of the
thought of Bogakguksa Iryeon (1206 -1289), an eminent monk in the
late Goryeo Dynasty. The efforts to clarify his thought are important
because of the historical value of the Samguk Yusa (=[5
Legends and History of the Three Kingdoms). When we have a good
understanding of Iryeon’s thought, we can get a proper understanding
and interpretation of the Samguk Yusa. To this end, I reviewed his
work, The Joongpyun Jodong-owi ("Hiffmiii#i7y), along with the
Buddhist scriptures and manuscripts cited in the Samguk Yusa,
treatises and commentaries, and 1 also investigated an epitaph
containing Iryeon's life and ideas.

Especially, in his writing Joongpyun Jodong-owi, Ven. Iryeon
transferred his merit to other living beings for their benefit through
the practices of Mahayana bodhisattvas (KFEEEEST) in which they
use various expedients to enlighten sentient beings (F%fH717) on the
basis of the Caodong (ili) School’'s “theory of five stages (7if.if)".
We can see that Iryeon was a thinker based on Budha Seon (%L
i), who repays the master's grace for the edification of sentient
beings even if he died as a cow in the next life. This ideological
tendency is also reflected in the Samguk Yusa, where he cites
Buddhist scriptures and treaties and commentaries rather than Seon
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texts and difficult doctrines. The contents of the book are also
written in a popular way, including narrative descriptions of easy and
fun faith.

The so-called the Mahayana (K3, the Greater Vehicle, or the
Bodhisattva Vehicle) is the realization of the ideal of 'Deliver others
first, even if you don't deliver yourself (FIAfH:#E JthEfh)’. The
Mahayana's Bodhisattva establishes vows of deliverance and transfers
his own accumulated merit of virtuous roots to all sentient beings.
Il-yeon was a thinker based on the Buddha Seon (¥¢%%if), who
sublimated and dedicated his/her practices of Mahayana Bodhisattvas

as Seon Master to all beings.

Key words

Iryveon(—#%), the Samguk Yusa(" =Bi&35,), the Joongpyun
Jodong-owi(" T EH 7if7;), the Buddha Seon (¥¢#ji#i) the practices
of Mahayana bodhisattvas(k7e S &1 T)
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