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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on Lee Kwang-su's Work "Great Priest Wonhyo"

Nam In Hyeon

“Great Priest Wonhyo" was a long story published serially on "Maeil
Newspaper", an organ of Japanese Governor's Chamber, from March 1 to October
31, 1942. The novel consists of 184 installments. (It was not published from
June 18 to July 6.)

Chunwon Lee Kwang-su tried to encourage our people's hope for independence
through Hwarang Spirit of Shilla Kingdom and such Buddhistic thoughts as
Single Mind and Infinity. Thus, he composed the work "Great Priest Wonhyo"
into 8 chapters in consideration of 8 Righteous Ways of Buddhism.

In addition, Chunwon wanted to depict characters' strong insistence on
independence. Hence, he made the readers know indirectly about his independence
movement through the figure Wonhyo. Moreover, he expressed his desire to have
his colleagues who could understand and follow him by featuring princess
Yoseok and Asaga. Priest Daean and monk Bangul emerge as the figures who
teach us that Wonhyo could be a Hwaeom master. In this regard, Chunwon
reminds us of Dosan.

Chunwon wished to succeed Dosan's legitimacy because the latter had been his
spiritual support, although he had a week mind. He himself becomes Wonhyo
through this novel to enlighten all people together with princess Yoseok and
Asaga to join the independence movement. Now, he is gone but we remain. In

short, Chunwon's life represented our people's life during Japanese colonial rule.
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