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ABSTRACT

Abyss of tree peony, Queen Seondeok and
sperm donors : In addition to verify
whether Seolchong(##g) was the author of
Hwawanggye (16 %)

Kim, Tae-shik

According to the History of the Three Kingdoms (“Samguk Sag™) and
Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms (“Samguk Yusa”), the peony was
imported from the Tang China to the Korean Peninsula during the King
Jinpyeong era of Silla (in reign 579 to 632 A.D). The related literatures
recorded that the Emperor Taizong of Tang had sent the peony seeds to
King Jinpyeong with a painting of a peony. However, the daughter of King

th

Jinpyeong (who later reigned as the 17 ruler of Silla), Princess Seondeok
knew that the peony flower blossomed after being planted will have no scent,
which turned out to be true. King Jinpyeong asked Seondeok how she knew
that the flower would have no scent, to which she answered, “I knew there
would be no scent as there were no butterflies in the peony painting”. This
paper studied whether it was possible to send the peony seeds from China to
the Korean Peninsula during the King Jinpyeong era and proves that it is not

possible. The reason was, above all, when looking at Chinese history, it was

only after 750 A.D that the peony became known to the Emperor of Tang
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China and started to be cultivated centrally from the capital city. This was
over 100 years after the King Jinpyeong era. In fact, even at its earliest, it
can’t have been before 730 A.D. After reviewing the records of peony related
literatures in China, it was found that the peony had only just begun to be
brought in from the northern desert continent of China. Moreover, it was,
strictly speaking, after 800 A.D that a fanatical enthusiasm of peonies
developed across China. Therefore, It was not possible for Tang China to send
the peony seeds to Silla during the reign of King Jinpyeong. However, could
we simply conclude that the documents showing that the seeds peony flowers
that have no scent once blossomed, were sent to King Jinpyeong from the
Emperor of Tang China as ‘false’ or ‘wrong’? This paper will investigate
further in order to bring light upon this point. As a result, it claims that it
is just a metaphor that the hereditary literatures have put in to represent a
political issue in the King Jinpyeong and the Queen Seondeok eras. The
planted seeds sent from the Tang China which blossomed into three different
coloured peonies but has no scent is a metaphor for the historical event where
Queen Seondeok had no sons to be her successor. Works of literature that
have been found recently cite that Queen Seondeok while in reign, had been
with three men to produce her successor but failed to do so. Furthermore, we
find out that the ‘King of Flowers’ cannot be a peony in the book
Hwawanggye (Warning of the Flower King) by reviewing the cultural aspect
of the matter. Hwawanggye is a fiction written by Seolchong during the
King Shinmun era (in regin 681-692 A.D), personifies the peony flower, in
other words, peony is the ‘King of Flowers’ (Hwawang). We argue that
works of fiction like this (personifying peony flowers) cannot have be written

in the King Shinmun era. This is due to, as previously found, the period
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where the peony became the ‘King of Flowers’ was at least half a century

past the King Shinmun was in reign.

Key words : Tree Peony, King Jinpyeong, Queen Seondeok, Emperor Taizong of
Tang, sperm donor, Hwawanggye (Warning of the Flower King, 8+
M), Seolchong(#l4)
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