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A study on wearing ear ornaments in the Ancient Korea

Joo, Kyeong-Mi

The previous studies on the jewelry from the ancient Korean tombs were mainly
interpreted as the jewelry for the special use of ritual burying. They were regarded to
be made solely for the dead not for the everyday use of the living. This view is,
however, reversed to emphasize the everyday use of the jewelry. The previous view that
ear ornaments with a thick ring(Tiehuwm-Yisik, KERE ) could not be worn because
of the size of main ring should be contradicted based on the comparison with the ear
ornaments from the Southeast Asia.

This study examined three types of ear ornaments of ancient Korea, and how to
wear those ear ornaments. The first and second type are ear ornaments composed of
a main ring and pendants. In regarding to the size of the main ring, the first one is
the one with a tiny ring(Seuuan-Yisik, {HER H &), and the second type is the one with
a thick ring. The last type is the discal type ear ornament. Furthermore, this study
made a thorough comparison of the formal origins and wearing style of each ornament
of the Southern Asia.

The origin of Tiaum-Yisik is traced to dwii(F) type ear ornaments which were
used in the Southern Chinese area and the Southeast Asia during the Neolithic era. By
piercing earlobes and inserting rings to them, people could wear ear ornaments and
those styles were prevalent even in the Southeast Asia of modern age. The tradition of
plercing earlobes and making them elongated is presumed to be originated from the

Indus civilization of India. In India, such tradition is still alive. The custom of wearing
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the ear ornaments with a thick main ring within pierced earlobes was widely spread
from India to Southeast Asia, Southern China, and Southern Korean peninsula, which
indicates the transmission of the Southern Asian culture through the Southern Sea.

However the hanging pendants of the ear ornaments of Korean Taehuwm-Yisik,
especially those from Sillz, unlike those of Southern Asia. This is the special feature of
Korean ear ornaments, the combination of earrings with hanging pendants from the
Northern Asia with thick main ring from the Southern Sea. Therefore, Taehuamn-Yisik
shows the originality of Silla culture by mixing two different elements of Southern
culture and Northern culture and creating a new style.

The style of wearing ear ornaments through pierced earlobes came to disappear with
the increased Chinese influences since the mid 8th century. Only the custom of wearing
Sehan-Yisik survived up until the modern age. The tradition of wearing ear ornaments
through pierced earlobes could seem very unfamiliar to the people who are accustomed
to the Confucian culture, but it is one of the surviving traditions from the ancient time.
Free from the received conceptions or prejudices on the ancient society and culture, the
research on the ancient culture including ear ornaments should be conducted in the

spitit of inter-cultural communication.

(Key Words) ear ornament, Silla, tomb, piercing, Southern Sea
Route
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