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Abstract

New Perspective on Buddhist Cultural Relations
Between Wuyue and its contemporary
Korean Peninsula

Joo, Kyeong—Mix*

In this article, I surveyed the Buddhist cultural relations between
the Wuyue kingdom of South China and its contemporary partners of
Korean peninsula during the tenth century. In the previous studies on
this theme, most scholars have studied the genealogy of the Buddhist
monks in Zen sects. However, I have turned the viewpoint to the
Buddhist thoughts and activities of the new kings and members of the
ruling class in Wuyue and the Korean peninsula, who had recently
taken over political power in each region and actively carried out
cultural exchanges with each other through the marin Silk road.
Several Buddhist cultural antiquities of that time in South China and
Korea reveal the stylistic and iconographic relationships between them.

There is a long tradition of cultural exchanges between South China
and the Korean peninsula. The Buddhist relationship between them had
been strengthened during the eighth and ninth century, prior to the
foundation of an independent Wuyue kingdom by Qian Liu in the early
tenth century. Qian Liu had direct contact with Korean people and he
might have known the political changes in the Korean peninsula, where
new kings based on Maitreya worship and traditional Buddhist kingship
had begun what is now called the Post-Three-Kingdom period. His
establishment of the Wuyue kingdom was based on traditional Buddhist

Chakravartin ideology and Maitreya worship. The contemporary

* Lecturer, Chungnam National University / stellar66@naver.com
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political changes based on traditional Buddhist kingship in the Korean
peninsula might have been a great motivation for Qian Liu's political
independence.

Previous studies have asserted that Buddhist cultural relationships
between Wuyue and the Korean peninsula may have appeared during
the late tenth century under the reign of Qian Hongchu, the last
Wuyue Kking. However, such relationships actually developed much
earlier and they maintained very close and complex mutual contact
with each other. The stone pagoda of Monk Pyounun in Silsangsa
temple is an important material example of such simultaneous and
intricate contact between Qian Liu's Wuyue kingdom and Post-Baekje

in Korea.

Key Words Wuyue Kingdom, Qian Liu, Post-Three-Kingdom period,
Goryeo, Chakravartin, pagoda, Buddhism
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