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A3l 43 (2014. 2)

[9Gi-% 5]  After the official recognition of Buddhism, Buddhist relic cult transmitted to Silla
royal family from Liang dynasty of Southern China during the mid sixth century. The Formation
and transition of Buddhist relic cult in Silla were deeply related to the royal patronage of Silla.
Silla Kings and royal family enthusiastically patronized and developed many Buddhist relic cults
especially related to the Buddha's bodily relics for the purpose of their political propaganda. Such
Buddhist relic cult was not a pure religious Buddhist worship, but rather ambiguous fusion of
sacred and profane characters embedded in political, social, and cultural atmospheres of the time.

Here I analyzed the formation and transition of Buddhist relic cult in Silla with the two major
influential factors. One is the political characteristic of the Buddhist relic cult and the other is the
material and technical characteristic of the Buddhist reliquaries. The first introduction of Buddha’s
relic from China to Silla was taken under the reign of King Jinheung for his political propaganda.
This was closely related with the legendary ASokan tradition of East Asia and with the realization
of the ideal Buddhist Kingship of Chakravartin for the King of Silla. The successors of King
Jinheung inherited such political meanings of Buddhist relic cult with their own styles, and
especially those sovereigns before and immediately after the unification of the Three Kingdoms
emphasized the political characteristics of Buddhist relic cult.

Since Silla accomplished the political unification of the Three Kingdoms, the characteristics of
Buddhist relic cult changed into more artistic and religious material culture rather than a mere
political propaganda for the royal families of Silla. Buddhist reliquaries of Unified Silla period
developed the original artistic styles of their own based on the traditional metal craft techniques
comprehensively blended with newly acquired cultures from Baekje, Goguryo and Tang China.
The unification of the Three Kingdoms was an important transition point of Buddhist relic cult in

Silla from political propaganda for the royals to Buddhist religious art for the Buddhists.
[FA 11 AFe) % - Buddhist Reliquary), ©F5% 5 (ASokan tradition), -8 %H(King Jinheung),

E114 A Buddhist Kingship), 4= % % (Unification of the Three Kingdoms), 7H-2AMg AlE]
AT Buddhist reliquary of Gameunsa Pagoda)
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