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A Study on the Buddhist Reliquaries of the Three
Storied Stone Pagoda in Bulguksa Temple

Joo, Kyeong-Mi

In this article, I examine the Buddhist reliquaries of the famous
three storied stone pagoda, or Seokgalap in Bulguksa temple in
Gyeongju, Korea. The reliquaries were found in 1966 during the
reconstruction work of the stone pagoda. However, the full report on
those artifacts from the pagoda had not been published until 2009.
After the publication of the full report by the National Museum of
Korea, many new researches on them have followed. The most
important new artifacts in the report are the three kinds of
manuscripts written in 1026 and 1038, when the repair works of the
stone pagodas were held in Goryeo dynasty. These manuscripts of
Goryeo dynasty revealed many new historical facts on the history of
Bulguksa temple. The pagoda was repaired again in 2012-2013 by
National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, Korea. During this
recent repair work, some more hidden artifacts in the pagoda were
rediscovered and reexamined.

In this article, I review these new researches on the Buddhist
reliquaries of the three storied stone pagoda of Buleuksa temple,
especially focusing on the stylistic features of the reliquaries and on
the special Dharma relic cult based on the Pure Light Dharani
Sutra, which was prevalent in the Unified Silla Buddhism. The
whole reliquary set of this pagoda is consisted of various Buddhist
relics and artifacts made both in the Unified Silla and Goryeo period.
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They illustrate not only the wonderful and creative inheritance but
also an artistic syncretism of a long tradition of Korean Buddhist
relic cult.

Key Words : Bulguksa temple, stone pagoda, Seokgatap, Dabotap, Buddhist reliquary,
Pure Light Dharani Sutra, Dharma relic
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