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ABSTRACT

The Introduction to Monk Hongcheok’s
Namjongseon and His Response to Reality

Jung Dong-lak

Silsangsanmun is one sect of Zen Buddhism, which was founded as the
earliest from among the so called nine Zen sect. Its founder, Hongcheok, is
highly valued as the monk who first introduced Zen Buddhism, along with
Doeui. This article is concerned with a review of how Hongcheok, the Zen
monk, responded to the assignment of his times, namely, the introduction to
Zen Buddhism during the Late Silla period.

Hongcheok appears to have been born around the early 770s and to have
entered into Nirvana around 840. After returning to Silla in 826(the first year
of King Heungdeok), he was designated to the Silsangsa(Buddhist temple) of
Namak. After that, he preached Buddhism by visiting a royal family by
invitation from King Heungdeok and Prince Seongang(Kim Chung-gong)
around 830(the fifth year of King Heungdeok), and King Heungdeok
appeated to install him as a national monk. Hongcheok advised King
Heungdeok about the political situation of the times as well as the details of
Zen Buddhism, which Hongcheok introduced.

The background in which King Heungdeok converted to Hongcheok and

accepted Namjongseon was to appease the chaos of local society, which was
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triggered by the uprising of Kim Heon-chang(822). Also, he seemed to have
paid attention to Zen Buddhism introduced by Hongcheok in order to gain
the ideological support of the political reformation. Furthermore, he appeared
to be sympathetic with the operational pattern of Zen Buddhism’s ideology
and denomination in the reformation of the Buddhist circle.

Meanwhile, Hongcheok appeared to perceive the need for the support of
the Silla royal family in accepting Zen Buddhism. He tried to distribute Zen
Buddhism through the royal family, and was cooperative with King
Heungdeok in reformative politics. Moreover, so as to minimize the resistance
of the existing Buddhist circle, he stuck to embracing Gyohak. In particular,
he introduced expedients such as the establishment of the steel Buddhist
statue in Silsangsa for edifying the public. This was a lesson learned from a
negative case, which he obtained from Doeui, who returned to Silla earlier

than he.

Key words: Late Silla period(B7## 1Y), Zen Buddhism(i§ts?), Namjongseon(rg S3iih),
Hongcheok(##), King Heungdeok(BEAET), Namak (5 ), Silsangsanmun
(EEHEIIM)
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