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ABSTRACT

Powerful Clan in the Cheongsong Region
during the Late Silla and Early Goryeo
Period

Jung, Dong-lak

The end of Silla and the early Goryeo period was a period of the greatest
turbulence in Korean history. Along with the decline in the old order of Silla,
there was a shift to the system of the new country of Goryeo as the region
passed through the later Three Kingdoms period. Social changes that occurred
in many aspects began from local regions rather than the central region. The
dynamics of local society was exhibited more intensively than any other
period. The heroes who emerged as the new political power and led such
social changes during this period are commonly called powerful clans. A
powerful clan is thought to be close to a Zen sect, which was a new
ideological trend. This article is a case study on the lord of a castle in Jinbo,
Hong Sul, who is a member of a powerful clan that were active mainly in
the Cheongson(Jinbo) region, and a general of Jeamseong(castle), Seol Pil.

Hong Sul was originally a descendant of a person with official duties(chief
of the village) at Munsogun, and he progressed to become the lord of a castle
in Jinanhyeon during the turbulent times in the period at the end of Silla

and early Goryeo. After that, he moved to the Euiseong region, which was
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in a broad sense an administrative unit, and became a representative of a
powerful clan of the region ; however, he died in the battle from the attack
of Gyeon Hwueon during the struggle for supremacy between Goryeo and
later Baekjae over the northern region of Gyeongsang-do.

Seon Pil was from the Gyeongju Choi family, and he established himself
independently as a general(powerful clan) who arose from being a local high
officer of Jinanhyeon dispatched by Silla. While holding and defending his
own territory in the northern region of Gyeongsang-do, he performed many
meritorious deeds in the diplomatic issues of Goryeo and Silla. In particular,
as he contributed to the victory of the Gochang combat in 930, he was
treated very well by King Taejo.

Meanwhile, Seon Pil was also interested in the Zen sect of Buddhism. He
sponsored Jin Gong-[ Jwoon([_J3#, 855~937), a high Zen Buddhist priest
from Gajisanmun among the Gusan-Seonmun. In particular, [ Jwoon stayed
at the Buddhist temple of Jinanhyeon while being sponsored by Seon Pil for
about 2~3 years from 927~929, and he was relocated to the temple in
Sobaeksan(Mt.) at the invitation of King Taejo.

The region where [ Jwoon stayed was a strategic location where both
Goryeo and later Baekjae engaged fiercely in heated competition during the
period of struggle for supremacy in the later Three Kingdoms period from
around the 920s~930s. In this region, King Taejo and a powerful clan
including Choi Seon-pil were closely related. It was [ Jwoon who mediated
the connection of these two powers. The alliance of [ Jwoon and Seon Pil and
others is a case that shows the collaborative pattern of a Zen sect and a

powetful clan during the early Silla and late Goryeo period.
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Key words : end of Silla and early Goryeo, powerful clan(5¢}#%), Hong Sul, Seon
Pil, Zen sect Buddhism, Jin Gong high Buddhist priest
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