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Abstract

A Research Trend Regarding the Zen History in
the Late Silla

Jung, Dong—Lak

Studies on the Zen history of the Late Silla had first been conducted
at the level of organizing relevant data, beginning in the 20st century. Then,
systematic studies had set off since the 1970s, and prepared its foundation
while deducing the outcome that Zen was the religion of the powerful, local
clans. After that in the 1980s, some issues were examined regarding the
establishment of the denomination of Zen, whether nine mountain
monasteries actually existed, the relationship with political power, and the
settlement of the position of Gyo-Zen. In the 1990s, an intensive analysis
of the classification of eras focusing on the acceptance of Zen, the character
of middle age Buddhism, the social reformation theory of the Zen monks,
and individual Zen sect was attempted. In the 2000s, the relationship
between Zen and the Silla royal family was greatly highlighted, and, also,
the individual review of nine mountain monasteries, the activities and Zen
ideology of the Zen monks, and the relationship between Zen sect in the
southwestern area of Silla and the power of Jang Bo—go.

As such, studies on the Zen history of the late Silla have consistently
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pursued the correlation with political power and the relationship between
Zen and Gyo(Hwaeumjong). This was because this issue was the key topic
for revealing the Zen history of the late Silla. Also, there has been intensive
research into the period of the establishment of denomination, the real
existence of middle age Buddhism, individual Zen sect and Zen monks, and
the analysis of Zen sect according to region.

Zen monks during the late Silla were intellectuals who lived their lives
by being deeply anguished over reality in the transitional period of time and
by acting according to their belief. Therefore, it is necessary to identify what
their assignment of the time was focusing on the Zen monks and how they
perceived and responded to reality. Furthermore, there is a need for
summarizing the lives and activities of the Zen monks as well as selections
and critical awareness which appear at every stage of their lives. As one
of those methodologies, it is deemed useful to classify the period of the Zen
history of the late Silla according to the trend of the time, and to analyze

the cases of the Zen monks by each period.

Key Words : the late Silla, Zen history, Zen monks, nine mountain monasteries,
research trend
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