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Abstract

Zen Buddhism Temple and Iron Buddha in the
Late Period of Silla

Jung, Dong-lak

Zen Buddhism was passed down to Silla as the Buddhist monks who
first introduced Zen Buddhism returned home from China upon completion
of his study in the early 9th century. The Zen sect flourished as it
disseminated to the Seoraksan Mountain in the north and the Jirisan
Mountain in the south. The establishment of Zen Mountain Sects(iifs11")
was the product of the time with ideological, human, and material bases
interconnected both vertically and horizontally, and the Zen Buddhism
temple was in the heart of it.

The phenomenal prosperity of Zen Buddhism drove a change in
architectural organization of temples and produced new Buddhist structural
establishments. First of all, the temple saw the establishment of Josadang
Shrine(ifLfii %), which is hardly seen in previous architectural organization.
Next, priorities were placed on the Buddhist sanctuary where monks and
disciples engaged in sermons and Zen dialogues and the Buddhist nunnery
where monks engaged in activities of daily living. And new structural
establishments such as Monks Stupa(f&1%) and Monks Stupa Stele(f&I35H)
were introduced.

The late Silla Dynasty period also saw changes in Buddha statues
enshrined in the main building of a temple with the Iron Buddha rapidly
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disseminated. Monks who built iron Buddha statues were mostly Zennists
who were accepted to and studied in Buddhist temple. The principal iron
Buddha took the form of Nosana Buddha(FE&#ffi), reflecting the
ideological trend of Gyosunbyeongnip(ZUifiii7). Iron was used as a
substitute for gilt bronze with excellent economic utility. The iron Buddha
statue was the result of the time in late Silla Dynasty period that generated
a new sect of Zen Buddhism based on the iron productivity and the

development of Buddha statue craftsmanship at the time.

Key Words : late Silla Dynasty period, Zen Buddhism, temple, architectural
organization of temple, iron Buddha statue
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