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Abstract

Buddhist Monk Sucheol (815~893)
and the Silla Royal Court

Jung, Dong-Rak

Sucheol was born in Gyeongju in 815. He became a Buddhist monk in
829, and in the early 830s met and became a disciple of Hongcheok who was
then visiting Gyeongju. Later, Sucheol went to Mt. Sorak (Jinjeon Temple) for
the purpose of visiting Doeui. However, he soon came to Mt. Namak (Silsang
Temple) and received approval from Hongcheok. Then, in 835, he was fully
ordained as Buddhist monk at Bokcheon Temple in Myeongju.

Afterwards, when Hongcheok passed away around 840, Sucheol built a
pudo (bell-shaped pagoda) and pagoda monument for his master Hongcheok
under King Munseong’s support and greatly expanded Silsang Temple. He
thus became connected with the Silla royal family. King Heonan later
embraced Sucheol’s teachings but it was from the reign of King Gyeongmun
that Sucheol became genuinely affiliated with the Silla royal family.
Especially, he was even appointed as the state monk during the reign of
Queen Jinseong. Royal families related to King Gyeongmun attempted to
secure stability and legitimacy of the royal family by connecting with the
Zen monks as well as Doctrinal Buddhism. Also, they got aligned with
Sucheol due to the fact that Sucheol was a Zen monk of Jingol nobility

background and a successor to Hongcheok, and in order to attract the people
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of Namwon area through Silsang Temple. Sucheol, for his part, intended to
maintain and develop his Silsang School through the royal family and, under
influence from Hongcheok, cooperated with the royal family.

Sucheol passed away in May of 893 and a pagoda monument in his
honor was erected around 905. The Silla royal family built the Sucheol
Monument in Silsang Temple. There reason therefor was that the Silla royal
family wanted to embrace Silsang Temple and Silsang School as pro-Silla
and considered the popular mood in the Namwon area which was about to
defect to Later Baekje. Also, disciples of Sucheol intended to bring prestige
to themselves by erecting a monument for their master at the headquarters
of their school.

The Silsang School led by Sucheol’s disciples was still on intimate terms
with the Silla royal family around 905. In contrast, Monk Pyeonwoon of
Anbong Temple, another disciple of Hongcheok, was connected to
Gyeonhweon. When Pyeonwoon passed away around 910, the Pyeonwoon
Pudo was erected with the support of Later Baekje. This seems to show that
Silsang School was been divided into Sucheol group, succeeding to Sucheol,
and Pyeonwoon group around 905. Sucheol group had been leading Silsang
School until 905 and maintaining its traditional, pro-Silla position. When
Gyeonhweon strengthened its power afterwards, Pyeonwoon group got

affiliated with Gyeonhweon and converted to Pro-Later Baekje.

Key Words : Period of late Silla(##g T1%), Sisang School(&#81LFY), Zen Buddhism(igs),
Hongcheok(£#8), Sucheol(ZF#), Pyeonwoon(FE)
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