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ABSTRACT

A Reevaluation of the Life of Ryo-oh Sunji

Jung, Dong-Rak

Ryo-oh Sunji(832~896) came from the Pyeongsan Park family in Paegangjin.
He tried to advance to the government official of Silla, but he confronted his
limitations. Then, he left home at the age of 20 for Ogwangsan(Yongamsa
Temple) to become a Buddhist priest. Later, he received Buddhist precepts at
Songnisan(Beobjusa Temple), and stayed at Gongaksan(Donghwasa Temple).
At that time, Simji who was a successor to Jinpyo — Yeongsim, was the head
in the Donghwasa Temple, and Sunji appeared to meet with Simji.

Broaden his influence as a monk and study Zen ideology, Sunji went
abroad to Tang in 858. Immediately after arriving in Tang along with Ibjosa,
dispatched from the Silla Dynasty, Sunji became a pupil of Angsan Hyejeok.
He succeeded Wiangjong under the guidance of Angsan and taught learners,
which increased his fame.

He returned to the country in order to unfold his Zen ideology in 874.
Thus, the ancestors of Wanggeon invited him to Yongamsa Temple in order
to ran the Seonjong Temple and reinforce the tie with the Paegangjin area.
The social fundamentals were similar to the ancestors of Wanggeon and he
needed a creation of Sanmun; thus, Sunji accepted the invitation. The Yongamsa

Temple was increased on a large scale in 876, and its name was changed to
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Seowunsa Temple.

Meanwhile, Sunji also formed a relationship with the Silla Dynasty. King
Gyeongmun sent a letter to Sunji after Sunji came back to the country. King
Heongang also treated Sunji cordially, and Sunji seemed to engage the king
in response to his treatment. In 893, Sunji came to Gyeongju by invitation
of the king, and also preached in the royal palace. Sunji is supposed to have
negatively perceived the hunch of the and-Silla movement by the farmer
resistance force and the local native force, whereas he had hoped for the
renovation of the Silla Dynasty.

At the time of Sunji, Seowunsa Temple became as prosperous as Gusanmun
in terms of either its scale or its disciples. It looks like a lineage of founders
of religious sects and disciples was created centering around Seowunsa Temple,
and the Seonmun of Ogwansan was established on a financial basis. Seowunsa
Temple withered during the Gungyeo regime, but regained its standing along
with the enthronement of Wanggeon. The Seonmun of Ogwansan barely

remained in existence entering the Goryeo period.

Key words : At the end of the Silla period and the early Goryeo period, Seonjong,
Sunji, Seowunsa Temple, the ancestors of Wanggeon, Silla Dynasty
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