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Abstract

Decorations on Craft Works and International
Trade Revealed in King Heungdeok's

Decree of Silla
Shin, Suk

The decree promulgated by King Heungdeok (BLfET r. 826 - 836) of
Silla in 834, as recorded in Samguk sagi (=[#57C), documents prohibition
regulations on social class and strata, providing valuable information for
understanding Silla society. Samguk sagi, in which recounts items that could
be used to decorate garments, carts, objects, and houses according to golpum
(‘B vin, bone - rank), shows favored materials and techniques for making and
embellishing craft works during the Silla Kingdom.

Such record indicates various craft materials, ranging from jade (%) and
seulseul (%), both of which were symbols of the royal family, to others,
such as striped-tortoise shells (¥{}f), rhinoceros horn (&JE), ivory (%),
green peafowl tails (FL# ), and kingfisher feathers (25%2=E). Most of these
materials were imported goods as they were mentioned in the context of
restricting the flood of luxuries and a preference for exotic goods as well.
White jade was presumed to be the product of Khotan, a famous site for
high-quality jade, while seulseul, also known as turquoise, was obtained
from Iran and Tibet. Organic precious materials, including striped-tortoise

shells, rhinoceros horn, and ivory, turned out to be mostly imported from
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Southeast Asia, evidencing Silla’s active international trade.

The decree also include technical terms - for example, turquoise inlay
(B5IZ8H), gemstone inlay (FF3), engraving (%)#%), plaiting beads (F%EK),
plaiting jades (#%1%), and embedding shapes cut from gold, silver, or tin
sheets (“F3£), which suggest characteristics of decorating methods. The first
two related to inlay (3) refer to a decoration technique of inlaying gems
on the surfaces of objects, and are related to the wide use of pyeongmun
(ZF30), pyeongtal (“FMff), and najeon (4#3f) practices. In the case of
engraving (5%), 1 examined the term by comparing it with ballu (#5%),
which is better known as bachiru. Bachiru appears to have originated from
another term, aru (4%%), a carving technique applied on the surface of
ivory, and the ivory artifact housed in Shosoin (IEATE) can be inferred to
be derived from exchanges between Korea and Japan. Plaiting beads and
plaiting jades, or cheolju (§&¥) and cheorok (#%%) in Korean respectively,
can be understood as techniques to add splendor by stringing or plaiting
gems, such as pearl or jade.

The prohibition laws reflect the frequent use of luxury items that did not
match the social status and the popularity of extravagant goods. In other
words, the desire to absorb upper class culture was so deep that strong
control regulations were necessary. Although customs not abiding by social
norms in the Silla society with its rigid hierarchy did not imply a positive
phenomenon, they led to several changes in the cultural level and cultural
diversity of Silla. All sorts of foreign products had proved Silla’s active
foreign trades with other countries. Moreover, outstanding decoration
techniques that made such extravagant materials shine even more had

validated the advanced craft culture of Silla.
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